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HILL-OPTIM SMOKING.

Assenmbly's Message.

-Message received notifying that the
Assembly had agreed to the Couneil';
amendments.

Sitting suspended from 12.20 anm. till
1.20 am.

ADJOURNMENT-CLOSE OF
SESSION.

Tile COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J1. If. Drew) :I move-

That the Rouse at its
until Thursday, the 29th
Question passed.

rising adjourn
January, 1914.

House adjourned al 1.2? ami. (Friday).

Thursday, 18th December, 1913.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 3.3O
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Premier: 1, Papers in connec-

tioni Wilhi State trading concerns, together
with a minute relating to the same by the
Acting Under Treasurer. 2, Comments by
Departmental accountants and other offi-
cials on the remarks made respecting the
Got'rnrnent trading concerns in the re-
port of the Auditor General.

QUESTION-SELECT COMAMITTEE,
CAPTAIN HARE'S RETIREMENT.

Mr. GILL (for Mr. Holman) asked
the Attorney General: 1, Whether his
attention has been drawn to the
evidence tendered by Caplain Hare
to thle select committee appointed by the
Legislative Council? 2. Whether he will
issue instructions to have proceedings
taken against the above-named person on
a charge of giving false evidence in ac-
cordance with Section 16 of "The Parlia-
mentary Privileges Act, 1891"1

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
1, Yes. 2, Section 16 of thle Parlia-
mentary privileges Act, 1891. hns been
repealed but re-enavted by Section 57 of
the Criminal Code. lIn the absence of
evidence that a false answer was "kn~ow-
ingly" given a prosecution could not be
sustained, bat should proof be forthcom-
ing that false evidence was given, know-
ing it to be false, action will be taken.

QI'ESTION-SUSPENSION OF HON.
FRANKC WILSON.

Mr. FOLEY asked the Premier: 1, Has
his attention been drawn to the report of
a speech by the leader of the Opposition
at Fremantle, and published in the West
An~tralian of 16th December :-"He could
say in very truth that evening that be felt
"uncouth" because of the fact that hie had
suffered expulsion from the Legislative
hulls of the State mnerely because he had
used that word "uncoutfh" without due
ttiougrlit as to its terribly offensive mean-
ing"? 2. 'Will he take steps to correct the
false impression whichi '.%r. Wilson's re*-
marks are calculated to convey to the pub-
lie I
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The PREMIER replied: I have noticed
the statement -which is quite incorrect.
The suspension was due to the bon. mem-
her's defiance of the ruling of the Chair.

ELECTION-KALOOORL1.E SEAT.

The PREMIER' (Hon. J, Scaddan)
moved-

That the seat of the member for
Kalgoorlie (Mr. Green) be declared
vacant as from the 14thi January,
1914.

I might explain, as I have already stated
in reply to the member for Northam,
that our object is to give all parties con-
cerned an opportunity to see that the
rolls are put in proper order.

Hon. J. Mitchell: You are not doing
that at all.

The PREMIER: We are. The posi-
tion then wil be that the public will he
miade aware that the writs will issue on
the 14th January, and as names will
have to be enrolled 14 days before that
date, it wvill mean that all claims inust
lie bent in before the 1st January, so
hlat the electors will have fromn now to

thle 1st January to get their names on the
roll. That is stlicient time, 1 think, to
give everyone an opportunity of becom-
ing enrolled. The Electoral Department
have already sent an officer to Kalgoorlie
to attend to the matter. There can be
no urgency because Parliament will close
pecrhaps at any moment, or at least with-
in the next few days, and it will mean
that whoever is elected, he will not be
able to take his seat in Parliament. so
thiat in. the interim the Kalgoorlie ee-
inrate will not suiffer in any way. In
view of these circumstances the courise
u-c have followed it is thioughit is the
wisest one,' so as to have the rolls in
good order if an election takes place.

H-on. FRANK WILSON (Sussex)
I submit wvith all due respect that this
is a matter of ur ' ency. It is altvs an
urgent muatter when electors are disfran-
chised. whatever may be the cause Of
that dlisfranchisement.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Your electors have
suffered a good deal during the past
week.

Mr. W'isdomi: The whole country suf-
f ered.

Hon. FRANK WVILSON: Yes, my
electors suffered and the people of Kal-
goorlie will. suffer in a like manner, al-
though through a different cause. I
think it is most reprehensible tactics to
declare a seat vacant from some date at
some future time, We might just as
well make it six mionths' hence. Why
should we make it the 14th January in
Order that the rolls might be attended
to'? The rolls ought to be in sufficiently
good order to enable an election to take
place at any time, and if that is not the
case, I submit that the Attorney Gen-
eral ought to look into his department
and ascertain the reason why, This will
only create a baa impression outside.

The Premier: What about the Kal-
goorlie Federal seat; the elections will
not take place until the 27th January.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: They are
acting within their legal rights whatever
they May do.

The Premnier: So are wve.
Hon. FRANK WiL1SON: The dates

in that case had to be fixed further ahead
than ouirs because of the grecater dis-
tanee from the seat of Governmjent. Here
however, we have it laid down in out' own
Electoral Act what is to take place un-
der such circums~ances as have oeccurred
at the presenlt timec. Our- Act sakys-

Whenever a vacancy occurs in either
H-ouse from any cause (otherw..ise titan
by the efflutxion of lime in the ease of
a member of the Council), the President
or Speaker, us the case mnay be, upon a
resolutioii by the House declaring such
vacancy and the cause thereof, shiall by
warrant uinder his haind, in the formn
numbered (.17) in (lhe Svheddle. direct
the Clerk of the Writs to issue a writ
to silopli the vaeaner.

Tfhei, it groes on) to stipulate how a vacancey
caused hr death or resignation is to be
tilled, and furthier n if a ameev occurs
through acceptance of office or a decision
of the court of disputed returns, and so
on. Here we have it laid down exactly
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what is to take lplaee and 1 submit with
all due respect to thle Premier, that we
have no right to carry a motion postpon-
ing, the declaration of tire vacncey of
that seat. As soon as 21r. Speaker re-
ceives the resignation and announces it
to the House that there is a vacancy then
the House must take action and- declare
( lie seat vacant. As for the Premier
wanting to put the rolls in order, -why, the
rolls ought always to be in order. What
is the impression that is given abroad?
It is either that our friends opposite want
to keep the rolls in order so far as their
own supporters are concerned-and T
hear there are hundreds of people anovinic
from the Tvanhoe, Brown Hill and Bon!-
(1er electorates into Kalgoorlie proper.
and that numbers of empty hiouses are
being taken up because they can be got
for almost no rent at all. These people
have been moving into Kalgoorlie. lpos-
sibk 'v engineered by' our friends opposite
-T do0 not know-for they are deter-
rained not to be caught napping as they
olle ge they were caught during the recent
fleraldton election. If that be not the
reason, theni surely' the -reason must be
that they want to give the late member,
Mi. "Texas" Green. a chance of nominat-
ing again. The selection ballot closes. I
believe-

Mr. Foley: The selection ballot has
closed, and the selection has been made.

Hon. FRANK W]IjSON: Then hion.
memibers opposite have postponed the
election long enough for their purposes.
So far as Mr. Green is concerned, I
would just as soon see him in his place
in this House as I would see any other
Labour memher: perhaps sooner, because
lie does not do very matcli harm, although
T must admit that hie does not do very
much good either,

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Hie gave good
public service, and how dare you reflect
on him in his absence?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: 'What is the
matter with the lion. member? The hot
weather must have affected his, brain
poer

Afr. E. B. Johnston: Why do you re-
flect on him in his absence?

h-oar. FRANK WILSON: I say I take
no exception to his presence in this

House. Thle hon, member does not object
to that surely. But I do object to this
constant delay on the part of the Govern-
merit. It is weakness, or else it is worse.
The Government want to postpone this
election until the)' cank be sure of winning
the seal. I aught as welt not mince the
posit ion; they want to get their rolls in
order because they' complained that at

reraldton they lad not had time to get
the rolls in order for their p.urposes. If
the rolls are not in order sufficiently for a
lw-election, there is something wrong in
tire department. and I again counsel the
Altcriiey General to lake action to see
why' v trev are not sufficiently in order to
have this election, so that Kalgoorlie shall
not he unrepresented. The Premier
thinks, hecause (lie House will probably
adjourn to-night or to-morrow, that there
is no huirry. and it does not matter
whether Kalgoorlie is represented or not.
It nmatters a great deal, and tire fact of
the House sitting or being in vacation has
not1hing , whatever to do with the repre-
senation of a constituency in this.House.
Each ei lectorate is entitled to a repre-
senttj~ve at headquarters to look to the
Governmient for what it requires;, and to
see that its just demands receive dire
attention, and whether the House is sit-
ting or not there is no justification for
keeping any ejoetorate short of its mem-
ber, as is proposed to he done at the
present time on the flimsiest pretext.

Tire Premier: All this criticism, will
apply: to your -friends in the Federal
ParI ient.

lion. FRANK; WILSON: I do not
know and I do not care whether it applies
to the Federal Parliament. If the Pre-
maier thinks it does, he is welcome to make
his retort. There is no reason whatever
why this seat should not be declared
vacant now, and it should have been de-
clared vacant a week ago. I say that
with an absolute knowledge that there
arc hundreds of Liberal voters who ought
to be on the roll and who are not on the
to!! and will not have a chance of getting
on the roll,
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Air. Bolton: They will have a chance
now.

Hon. FRAINK WI71LS OIN: The muember
for Northam points out that rhere is
nothing in this section of the Electoral
Act which gives power to this Bouse to
date a muotion ahead. I say that we ut
either declare the seat vacant by direct
resolution of the House or we must re-
fuse, as was done the other evening, to
declare it vacant. In any case the posi-
tion is absurd. It is a position that the
Government ought not to place this House
mn, and I hope the Premier will alter his
motion so as to declare the scat vacant
immediately, or to say that the seat is
declared vacant without mentioning any
date.

The ATTORNEY GE"NERAL (Hion.
T. Walker) : First let ine say as to the
moving of the resolution, that this is a
simple inlstruction to Vo11, -Mr. S,-peaker.
as to when you areT to i5se your' Writ.
and that is its only purpose. Section 60
of the Electoral Act direcs-

Whienever a vacancy occurs inl ei-
tiher Hoise front any cause (Other-
wise than by the effluxion of time. in
the case of a. member of the Council)
the President or Speaker? as the case
may be, upon a resolution by the House
declarinig such vacancy and the cause
thereof, shall hy Warrant iinder his
hand. in the form numbered (17) in
the Schedule, direct thle Clerk Of the
Writs to wsue a writ to 111pl~v the
vacancyv

That resolution is neither more nor less
than a direction to Mr. Speaker and we
can direct himi to issue that warrant to-
day' or. if thle R-ouse prorogueis to-dayv,
We can uirect tmni toi do it .14 days
hence. We ca,.n dirced him nceordinz to
the wish of the Tiouse.

Hlon. Frank Wilson : No. the statute
directs him.

The ATTORNEY GE]NERAL : The
statute gives the House authority to
instruct the Speak~er.

Hon. Frank W ilsonl . Ohl no, read the
section again.

The ATTORN-\EY GENERAL : Read
-the section a liundred and fifty* times.
The section provides for no uther than

an instruction to the Speaker as to when
he shall issue his warrant. That is the
sole purpose of this motion, and unless
the administration of the Electoral Act
is puirely' automatic and run on a penny
iii the slot system, there must he some
discretion given to those in authority for

hie proper adininistration of that Act,
and this section grants; that authority;
it gives time discretion.

I-on. Frank Wilson :. Could we not
plass a resoIlution that the seat be de-
clared vacant six months hence.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : This
House lies power to regulate its conduct
in all matters, jtist as, when it suspends a
member for a fixed timae.

Hon. Frank Wilson : It is' all fixed
bWv the Standing Order or hy the Act.

The ATTOR'NEY GE1NERAL : T am
reminded that in thle ease of the Federal
Parliamnent they have taken the adminis-
tretion of the A\ct into their own hands.
andl -without resolution of Parliament
they fixed a day for tile election. They
are acting- under the same powers as we
are, and they delayed the issue of the
writ. for the samle reason. As We have.

Hon. J1. Mitchell : It is ngainst the
Collstitultion.

The ATTOR'NEY GENER.AL1 It is
in direct accord waith the Constitution.

I-on. . 'Mitchell : We are supposed
to be 50.

The ATTORNEY GENERA-L : Yes,
and i~f we counted according to thle bioa.
mnember's imagination there are about
1,000 on time Opposition side and 999 are
composed o[ himself. Let me state that
the Government have taken this course
for the precise reason that actua ted the
Federal Governnment. in order to put the
rolls in order, anti nothing more or less.

_%r. Elliott: Why are they out of
order 9

The ATTORNEY GIEXNRAL: For the
same reason as the lion, member is oat
of order, because he does not always get
proper attention. I Want to deal for a
mooment with that point. No one knows
hotter than the leader of the Opposition
that it is imposible in a State like ours
or in any State in the Commonwealth to
keel) the rolls in exact order all the year
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round. It is impossible to take a can-
vass everyr day; it is impossible to take
it every week or every month, and it can
be done only at times when elections are
anticipated. The rolls for Kalgoorlie are
normal, and there is no roll in the State
at the present moment in such perfection
as is desirable when an election comes
round.

Mr. George - They ought to be.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL : There

is nothing as it ought to be, not even
the bon. member. Everything in life
falig short of what it ought to be, and the
E'lectoral rolls nrc- the some.

Mr. George : Why take advantage of
theou ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : That
is the point. We are not going to take
advantage of any imperfections there
may be in the roll, and we are not oing,
to allow anybody else to take advant-
a9-e of thein. Wel are going to give the
electors. every opportunity to exercise
the franchise.

Hon. J. MNitchell : It does not suit
you 7

The ATTOR NEY GENERAL: I want
to refer to the unmanly and unfair im-
putations that have been cast upon mec
for taking the course I have.

Mr. Swan : Not unusual.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL : They-

are not unusual. The statement is made
that the rolls are revised in order to
give Mr. Green a chiance-which state-
ment was blown out during the lion.
member's speech-or to enable us to get
our supporters on the -roll. In order to
make that appear to be so, the leader
of the. Opposition made a. statement,
evidently wishing it to be believed out-
side, that he had heard there were hund-
reds moving out of Brownhill, Ivanhoe,
and other electorates in the neighbour-
hood of Kalgoorlie, into Kalgoorlie, for
the sole purpose of getting on the roll,
to determine the result of the Kalgoorlie
election. I challenge the leader of the
Opposition to state his authority to this
House. I chiallenge him to say where
hie heard it.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I challenged you
a few times and you did not respond.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Never
mind how often I was challenged and did
not aniswer; the lion, member as leader of'
His 211ajesty's Opposition should scorn to
make a statement he cannot substan-
tiate, affecting the character and standing
of members on this side and of this Gov-
ernment. I challenge the hon. mnember
to state where be heard that remark, and
I will go further and say the hon. mem-
ber knows--

Hon, Frank Wilson: Be careful.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I have

no need to be careful in the presence of
the lion. mnember. I know the respect
that is due to the Chair, and the respect
that is due to this part of the House. I
say the hon. member does not believe that
statement, although hie uttered it with the
expectation of getting it believed by the
people outside. Hie knows that it cannot
he true, and is not true. He knows that
his party has watchers there as numerous
os there are in any other interest, and it
would very soon he public property and
a matter of demonstration if there were
the slighitest scintilla of truth in the state-
ment. If one lperson had done it it would
be known all over the country, and woul4I
be blazoned through the Press to every
portion of the Commonwealth. The bon.
member knows it to be an ahsolute asser-
tion withont one shadow of foundation.-
Yet this is the way in which we are ab-
usedl in the eyes of the public. I say it
is bringing politics down to the lowest
depths of human vileness and degrada-
tion.

Hen. Frank Wilson: Why do not yewr
declare the seat vacant?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:. We
are doing so.

Hon. 3. Mitchell: In your own time.
Hon. Frank 'Wilson: When are yen

doing it?
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: As

soon as the rolls are ready to give every'v
elector to whatsoever party he belongs a
vote.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You hanve no-
right to delay.

The ATTORNEY GENE RAL: We,
have a right to delay until the electoral
mactbinecry is in order for operation anJT
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I go further and say it is more than an
abstract right, I say it is a positive duty
imposed on mue as tlie responsible ad-
muinistrator of that dlepartment.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Rt is the only
obvious course possible.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In
connection with the Geraltiton elect-ion
we were abused up hilt and down dale.

The hon. member himself wvas a party to
the abuse. Other hon. mnembers on that
side of the House were equtally abusive.

Mr. George: What about?
The ATTORNKEY GENERAL: About

the imperfect state of the Geraldton
rolls, and that was occasioned by none
other than the neglect to delay that elec-
tion until the rolls could be put in order.

31r, Bolton: Hear, bear!
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: We

were blamned for it. the Northam Ad-
vertiser, a Liberal organ published ar-
ticles which I have since read in this
Chamber. The representative of that
organ, who is also a member of another
place, drew attention very pointedly, not
only by speech and by questions, but by
comment of the most stringent character
to the conduct of the Government iii not
putting- the rolls in order before the elec-
tion could take place-

Ar. Bolton:- And he is their new
leader.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: We
are not going to allow that kind of abuse
to follow us at every step, because if we
did we would deserve it. Here is an op-
portunity to adopt the advice tendered
to us by our political opponents, sug-
gested by themselv-es, and insistcd upon
by them. -We are taking their advice,
but how can wre do right since wve are
to be hanged without trial whatever irve
do. If ire follow their advice we are
wrong; if we ignore their advice we are
wrong; we can do nut hing to-day to
please hon. members opposite, but wve
must he slandered and abused and ac-
cused of unworthy motives whatever
course we take. I sayv again that hon.
members on the opposite side know that
with the machinery at our disposal it is
absolutely impossible to keep the elec-

toral rolls up to a state of perfection
week in and week out.

LMr. 'Bolton: There is no need to.
The ATTORNEY GEN\LERAL: No,

because we can put on a spurt when the
time is necessary. We are doing that.
Bnt now the imputation comes that we
are doing it solely to get our own sup-
porters on the roll. That is not only a
charge against Ministers which has not
the slightest scintilla of fact to support
it, but it is a charge against the Chief
Electoral Officer. It is a charge against
his department because he is instrueted
to get upon the roll all who are qualified
to go upon the roll, and it is forbidden
by the law itself to inquire as to what
party those quialified to go on the roll
belong to. He has no right to inquire
a man's political views. No matter what
faith or ereed. politically or otherwise
an elector adopts, if the elector has
the necessary qualifications it is the duty
of the Chief Electoral Officer to lput him
on the roll.

Mr. George: Have we suggested
otherwise

Several members interjected.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I
Cannot hear half a dozen interjections at
once. Any fair interjection I will an-
swer, but lion. members should not in-
terject -211 together for the purpose of
throwing dust in the eyes, of the public
or turning me from my 'path.

Mr. G3eorge: Is there tiny suggestion
made against the Chief Electoral Officer?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Un-
doubtedly there is.

Mr. George: By whom?
The ATTORNEY GENKERAL: By

the leader of tihe Opposition.
-Mr, Harper: There is )tot a scintilla

of truth in it.
Mr. O'Loghlen: A grunt of inanity.
Trhe ATTORNEY GENERAL: Could

the Chief Electoral Officer put upon the
roll only Labour supporters at my direc-
tion?

MUr. George: Of course not; hre would
not do it if you asked him,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If the
statement is that the delay is for the pur-
pose of putting only Labour supporters
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eni the roll, it couild be dlone without the
Cthief Electoral Oflicer's cognisanee or
-without his pairiicitiatioi. lie would be a
party to the conspiracy, and suirely that
is malig'ning him and heaping slander of
the worst and most objectionable type
u1pon him. There is no avoiding
that conclusion. I personally cannot
410 this. If I hie Chief Electoral
Off1icer is doing it and if it is being
*lone in the interests of one party
to the injury of another, the Chief Elec-
toral Officer among others is responsible
for it. He is there to carry out the law
and if be permits the l[abour party to
stuff the rolls in the Labour interests to
the exclusion of others, the man is corrupt
to the core and should be dismissed from
his office to-morrow morning. That is
the position. That is where the abuse
conmes in. I cannot put names on the
roll. It is his staff under his direction
-who do thlat and if hie is doing it partially
it is in defiance of the Act, it is in prosti-
tution of his position and to the detriment
of the public, and he is not fit to hold
ollice for another hour. That is the slur
whiich lion. members are throwing upon
the Chief Electoral Officer.

Mr. Bolton: An absolute attack was
miade upon him.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: We are
doing all we can at all times-, and the
Chief Electoral Officer is ever busy keep-
ing the rolls up to the utmost state of
perfection which our means wilt permit.
Everyone knows that in a shifting popu-
lation such as there is in a young coun-
try like ours, and that in the multi-
plicity of departures and new arrivals
constantly in progress, it is almost im-
possible day by day to keep the roll any-
thing like up to a state of accuracy.

Mr. Harper: Why not treat all elec-
torates alike!?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: All
electorates will be treated alike so long
as I am here. Give me this position of
trust and it shall be done. If the hon.
member doubts it and wants to prove it,
let him resign his seat and I will assure
him that the procedure will -be carried out
in his electorate.

Mr. Boltoni: There are too many risks
flow.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: What
I chiefly rise to object to is the practice
of the leader of the Opposition and other
members of his party of never getting to
their feet without insinuating by wretched
innuendo some element of corruption to
those administering the affairs of this
country--

Hon. Frank Wilson: There was no in-
nuendo about my remarks.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL 4: Im-
puting the most dishonourable and cor-
rupt motives to me personally as the Min-
ister of that department. The hon. mnem-
her must know that this is not only tin-
parliamentary, hut that it is in itself
disorderly. He must know that it is un-
manly, un-British, unworthy of a gentle-
manl who wishes to retain the respect of
the public.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Now your im-
agination is running riot.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: You
have stung that off for years.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Hon. Frank Wilson: You have run

riot.
Hon. $1. M1ITCHELL (Northam): The

Attorney General wishes to retain the re-
spect of the public. I doubt if it is neces-
sary to do more than enter our protest
here. The public will read between the
lines,

The Attorney General: They will.
Hon. J. MIfTCHELL: And come to a

correct conclusion. The Attorney Gen-
eral says the rolls are not in such a con-
(lition as suits him, and so he is going to
delay the election during his pleasure.

The Attorney General: I am the judge.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Attorney

General is not the judge.
The Attorney General: I am; the Eke-

torn? Department is in my charge.
Hon. 3_ MITCHELL: The power may

he misplaced for a moment and the At-
torney General may control the Electoral
Department while temporarily in charge,
but I venture to say this action will do
much to remove him from the position he
no"w occupies. Let us for a moment turn
to the Constitution. Section iS says-
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The Legislative Assembly shall con-
sist of fifty members, who shalt be
elected for the several Electoral Dis-
tricts. hereinafter named and defined.

Section 25 sas-
Any member of the Legislative As-

sembly may resign his seat therein, by
writing under his hand, addressed to
the Speaker, or if there hc no Speaker,
or if the Speaker is absent f rom the
Colony, to the Governor, and upon the
receipt of such resignation by the
Speaker or Governor, as the ease may
be, the seat of such member shall be-
coma vacant.
The Attorney General: You know the

Constitution Act provisions are taken out
of that Act and put in the Electoral Act.

lion. J. MITCHELL: Yes.

Mr. Bolton: He knows, absolutely no-
thing.

Hon. J. M1ITCHELL: That is what the
Constitution Act provides and it has not
been altered in this regard.

Mr. Harper:- It -would be a bad job for
the hon. member if hie knew absolutely
nothing.

Mr. Bolton: It is a bad job.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Constitu-

tion has not been altered in the slightest
degree by any amendment of its provi-
sions.

Mr. George: They would like to alter
it.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: If the 49 mem-
bers here now were to determine unani-
mously that Kalgoorlie should not have
a member they would he acting illegally
and the Attorney General knows it. The
Attorney General has no right to take
away a seat from any electorate.

The Attorney General: I am not; I am
preparing for an election.

Hon. 3. MITCHELL: The Attorney
General is not doing so. The Attorney
General has illegally determined that for
a certain time this House shall in defiance
of the Constitution-

The Attorney General: You are anxi-
Gus that I shall disfranchise those who
are entitled to be on the roll.

Hon. 3. MITCHELL: The Attorney
General in defiance of the Constitution is
reducing, the numbher of members to 49.

Hie is doing so, too, in defiance of thea
Electoral Act.

Mr. MeDowall: According to your-
argument, if it is only for seven days that
would he so.

Mr. SPEAKER.: Order!1
Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Attorney

General in defiance of the Electoral Act
bas decided that this House shall not
issue instructions to you, Sir. The pro-
per course to follow is clear. Should a
hon. member resign, you, Si;, have to,
infornm the I-ouse that his resignation
has reached you. The House must then
declare the seat vacant by resolution.

The Attorney General: It is doing so.
I-on. .1. MITCHELL : There is no.

power conferred on this House to de-
cide when this seat shall be declared vac-
ant. Immediately the resolution is
passed the Act confers on you, Sir, au-
ihorises you to tak)e, and requires at your
hands defiuite action. The Attorney
General may decide that this day six
months the scat should be declared vac-
ant, but there is no power under the law
for the Attorney General to do that, an&I
it will be for you, Sir, to act in accord-
ance -with the instructions set out in Sec-
tion 25.

The P-rmier :Is there something there%
to the contrary I

Hon, J. MIT' CHELL : There is noth-
ing to the contrTary and if there had been
anything which justified the attitude
which the Ministry have taken up, the
Attorney' General would have men-
tioned it. Hle would not have rested his
defence upon abuse of the Liberal party
and the leader of the Opposition. It
would not have been neacssary. He would
have pointed out that the Electoral Act
contemplated the line of action which
he was taking, a line which is fully sup-
ported, not only by every membher of the
Government, but by the Labour party.
They are all perfectly willing that these
unconstitutional means of disfranchis-
ing Kalgoorlie shall be taken by the Gov-

erment. I protest that the Government
have already done wrong in delaying the
motion moved to-day, and apart from
this fact they propose that the seat shall
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not be declared vacant for a fortnight.
'They, have done an absolute wrong.

The Premier :That is only your
.opinion.

Hon. .J. MITCHELL : And they have
done that wrong for somne set purpose. Z
-am not inclined to believe that they have
done it in order that the rolls may be
perfect; I amn not inclined to believe that
it is being done in the interests of fair
play.

Mr. Bolton : Why is it done ? Be a
man and say what you think.

Hon. .1. 1ICEL can be just
:as mucth a man as the hon. member.

Mr. Bolton : Thea say so.
The Attorney General That is Bill-

ingsgate.
I-on. J. MITCHELL: I am not in-

clined to believe for one moment that the
Minister thinks it necessary that the
rolls shottld be brought right up to date.
The resignation happened some time ago.

The Premier : Why do you not say the
-object 9

Mr. Bolton : Because hie is not game.
I-on. J. MITCHELL : There is no

need to repeat what I said yesterday.
I have still the same doubt, not only of
the wisdom of this course. but grave
doubt about the rightness of the cause
the Attorney General is preaching. He
says he wants every man and every wo-
man in that electorate to vote for the
member who is to be selected in a few
weeks' time.

Mr. Bolton : Which y-ou do not.
Hon. J. MWITCHELL : T do; I want

every man and every woman entitled to
be on the roll when the resigna-
tion took place to he on the roll,
but I do not propose to be a
party to giving the Government the
right to delay enrolmnents so far as to
include those who will have moved
into the electorate a fortnight since the
resignation reached the hon. the Speak-
er. Within a fortnight of that resigna-
tion it was well known that there was a
strong probability that the hon. member
for Kalgoorlie would resign; it was
known when the unfortunate death of
Mr. Frazer occurred. I have entered

my protest already more than once, and
now I raise the point that if this resolu-
tion is carried it will be incumbent upon
you, Mr. Speaker, to obey the resolution
so far as thle time limit is concerned. Im-
mnediately this House declares the seat
vacant, under the Electoral Act it will
he incumbent upon you to issue the wvrit.
in accordance wsith the provisions of See-
tion 66, and having no regard at all to
the time mentioned in the resolution
moved to-day by the Premier. I regret
it should have been necessary to display
so mutch heat over this matter, but we
have a right to enter our protest as fox-
cibly as we can.

Mr. Bolton : Not to make unfair
charges.

Hon. J. YITCHELL : We have a right
to make any charges we lbelieve to be in
accordance with fact, any chargecs we
think necessary; we have as much right
to make charges, which on the face of
them,' look like bearing- very considerable
truth, as the Attorney' General has to
make this wild accusation against mem-
bers whbo sit her--

The Attorney General : It was not i
wild accusation; I wavs rebutting your in-
sinuations.

Hfon. J. NIITCHELL :Because we
dare to (10 what we believe is -requiired
of us by the laws of the land. This is
a free country, not yet handed over to
the party who sit opposite. We live un-
der certain laws, and while those laws
exst it would be our bounden duty, if -we
were only' two members sitting in Op-
position, to raise our protest against the
attitude Mfinisters have taken in connec-
tion with this matter.

Mr, GEORGE (Mn1rray-Wellington):-
I am sorry I did not hear the commence-
meat of the speech of the Attorney Gen-
eral. but I beard sufficieut of the conec:-
sion to sbow me that the language he wvas
using in this Chamber should not haive
been tolerated by hon. members foT a

single moment, and the attack he made
on you, Mfr. Speaker, must have escaped
your notice. He said that the conduct
of members on this side had been dis-
orderly. If there is one thing we expect
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from the Chair it is that you will not
permit disorder.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Is not the lion,
member making an attack on the Speaker
now?

Mr. GEORGE: I say the statement
made by the Attorney General was not
made-

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!1 Will the
bon, member take his seat. If one hon.
member states that other lion. members
have been disorderly I can take no excep-
tion to the remark of that kind; it is per-
fectly in order;. hut when I say an hon.
member is disorderly then lie is disorderly.
The lion, member may resume.

Mr. GEORGE:- Then I would like to
convey to the Attorney General my
opinion that he is very disorderly' this
afternoon and very unmannerly. -so far
as this particular matter is concerned I
have not heard from the Government side
any' reason why this seat should not have
been declared vacant, so that you, Mr.
Speaker. could issue the writ. A state-
ment made by the hon. gentlaman that
the rolls are in sneh wretched ordpr that
he and his party are afraid to meet the
electors-that is practically what his lung
tirade means-

Mr. Bolton: You should not put words
into his Mouth.

The Premier:- You are too clever.
Mfr. GEORGE: I do not think I am

elever, bint I think the hon. member is
flippant and unmannerly.

Thle Premnier : Von could not he. yon
with the halo.

Mrfj. GEORGE: Why the Government
should he so afraid of this thing is, I
suppose. because they are, as I have
stated. not quite sure whether they can
win tile election. They are beg inning to
see the writing on the wall all through
thleir very stronghold. the goldfields; they
are afraid to meet the electors until they
can get the rolls made up. I am not
going to insinuate that there is any~ desire
or- intention of doing hut what is right.
T think everybody should be on the roll.
buit wheni a vacancy is declared it is the
bownden duty of the House to se that
that particular vacancy is filled asi quickly
as possible, and that these particular

electors arc not Unrepresenied for a
longer period than is absolutelyj neces-
sary.

Mr. Bolton: Hear, hear
Mr. Gl,'ORGE: Why should thle At-

torney General take refuge behind a
quibble with reference to putting' off the
election and give no valid reason to the
House? The H-ouse and the country have
a right to know, hut all we have heard
has been Boinbastes Furioso, ill-temper
and accusation with an exuberance of that
wealth of words with wvhieh nature has
unfortunately cursed him. That is wvhat
we have hind this afternoon. The calm
deliberate iv in which the leader of the
Opposition and the member for Northam
placed the situation before the House-

M1r. Bolton:* Dirty charges.
Mr. GEORGE: Did not call for the

tirade which we heard. That tirade was
simply' like a bladder blown out with
wind. There was no solid argument at
all. The Attorney General spoke of in-
sinuations against his private character.
Who would dare to insinuate anything
against the character of the Attorney
General, while you, Mr. Speaker, are in
the Chair? I want to raise my protest
against this way of doing business and
r am sure that before very long, when
the Liberal party occupy the Treasury
henches-

Mr. Bolton: When?
Mr. GEORGE: You, my friend, will

not hie there, Make no mistake, T can see
the shadow behind you. if the Liberal
party occupied thle Treasury benches
and they dared to flout the Constitution,
,which has made Western Australia, and
uinder which we arc governed to-day,
what a tirade we would have fromn the
Premier and all his professional support-
ers in this House. We on this side of
the House recognDise that we have not
the numbers. We may try to bring the
Government and their followers into the
straight and narrow path. bult we cannot
do more than try. Our duty lies in show-
ing the country that the present Govern-
ment, supported by their followers, are
prepared to drive a coach and four
through every Act which makes for free-
dom in this State.
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I-Ir FARPE' R ( Pingelly): I rise to
enter my.A em phat ic protest against thle
delay: iii declarinig the seat vacsait, and
gettingamme for Kalgoorlie at)-

pointed. i'he Premier sarid that 1{al-
gOorlie wvould riot lie (lisfranchised very
much ror (lie reason liar when Pail in-
itii was I rorogued there would he no
member requ ire(] on the floor of this
House. Iwant to point outI that anly
emnsiituelte- i.s disfranchised. for there
are nmn other reasons apart from that
of a member being on the floor of this
House. There are many requirements
of the district to look after. I find in my
elect orate. aid it applies to at great many
others, that the member for the district is
just as busily engaged in looking after
the requirements of his district when
Parliament is not sitting almost as when
it is. There is no doubt about it that
this delay on the face of it savours a
great deal of suspicion.

The Premier: Why do You niot say
what you mean?

Mr. HA RPEER: 'rhere is certainly
some point in coniection with this de-
lay, . Why make this exception to the
nilel 1f the Government intend lo hanve
the rolls purified and see that every one
has a vote, why niot give some previous
statement or announcement to that effect
and let the public know. If the Govern-
ment intend to make an alteration from
this date forward let them tell the peo-
ple what they intend to do. To bring in
a special ease like this qavours very mach
of suspicion. I want to repudiate some
of the statements of the Attorney Gen-
eral when he wvas speaking, that the
leader of the Opposition had east reflec-
tions on the Chief Electoral Officer.

Mr. Bolton: He did absolutely.
,Ar. HARPER: I defy the member

for South Fremantle Or the Attorney
General to produce Hansard and see if
the leader of the Opposition has cast any
reflection on the Chief Electoral Officer.
I say' that Hlansard, wvhen it appecars. wvill
show that there is no reflection against
the Chief Electoral Officer in this State.

Mr. Bolton: Not by name.
Mr. HARPER: Neither by namne nor

imputation can it be shown that any

words were used against the C hief Elee-
toral 1)11k-er of this State. It is only
these dirty i nsitnuations in [ lie corrupt
minds of sonie memnbers who arc ihter-
3ecling.

.Ir. SPEAKIiER: Order! 'fhe hion.
member must withdraw these remarks,
they- are niost offensive.

Air. HIARIPER : I an) sorry I have to
i hdra w, butt I withdraw. an ] I want

to point out that Hansard will bear out
ity statement.

MNr. SPEAKER: The lion, member
must withdraw the statement absolutely.

Mr. HARPER: I did withdraw. I
do niot want to withdrawv two or three
times.

Mr. SPEARER: Order! Will the
lion, member take his seat. I ask the
lion, member to xwithidraw the statement
that. dirty insinuations emanated from
the corrupt minds of members wvho were
interjecting. That is all I want with-
drawn, and I do not wanti any furt her
statement.

JMr. HARPER: I withdraw that. I
want to pointI ont that ilansard would
niot bear- out any statement that the
lenider Of the Opposition had reflected on
the Chief Electoral Officer. We can see
lie nsard and see who is righi anmd wrho
is wrong. I venture to say my statement
will he borne eut as absolutely correct.
It is a big inconvenience and a big in-
justice to the electors of Kalgoorlie that
they should be without a member for any
length of time. If it was right that it
cam' be disfranichised for a fortnight. why
not for six months or a year? The elec-
torate should not be disfranchised for
one day and there should he no new cus-
tom introduced at the present time. Mr.
Green has resigned and declared that he
does not intend to stand for Kalgoorlie
again. Mr. Mcteod has secured the selec-
lion1 ballot, so the Labour party are niot
allowing grass to grow tinder their feet.

The Mtinister for Mlines: The Liberal
eandidatte was selected a week before
the Labour candidate.

Mir. HTARPER: That dloes niot affect
the position. I think this is a hole and
corner business, with everything cut and
dried. Mr. Green has resig ]ned fromt the
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Kalgoorlie seat and it is all fixed up chat
be shall get the selection ballot for the
Federal seat. I understand that Mr.
NIahoz' and 31r. Green are contesting the
ballot, ind that it is ten to one onl Mr.
Green.

Mr. Bolton: Halt a sovereigii lie does
not get it.

M1r. I-TB lEl?: You with hialf a soy-
ereigni I1 would like to get it in writing
firslt. I have entered my protest against
thiis special case. againsil the Kalgoorlie
seat being made all exception to t he rule.
If the Covernment intend to adopt these
mteasiwre- let them make a declaration as
,to what will be the rifle of the future.
It is unfair to have one rule for one elec-
tion and another for the next. The de-
lay is in the interests of the Labour
party. because people are coining in fromt
Boulder to secure the cheap honses of-
fering in Kalgoorlie. I do not blame
them for it; we would all do the samne;
but I sayv if the rule is fair to one it is
fair to another and should be adopted.

The PREM,1IR (in reply) : Again
I want to express surprise at time
attitude adopted by the Opposition in
connection with this matter. I thought
the days of gerrymianderiing in Western
Australia had past. but evidently some
ineiuhers opposite have had so muchl ex-
periemlee of it that even now, when they
hav-e lost the power of continuing this
practice, they complain because the Gov-
erment -wh~ich replaced thiem largely
owing to their acetions in that diretion-
are not anxious to do the samne thing. If
this. Government stand onl one principle
above another it is that I he electors shall
he given an opport unitx' of expressing
their opinions at an election for the re-
turn of at ineroher to represent them,. and
all the protests , pitt in writing or other-
wise, all the wild utterances of the mem-
hei-s for Mortliani and for Pingelly will
not intiiience the 0overnivent to move
one iota from the path of doing- what we
consider riR-ht and just and Essential to
the purpose of getting proper represen-
tation in this Chamber. Tt is iinpractie-
able and impossible to keep a roll uip in
date, with time idea that any mmd all mnt-
hers niizht at any tinie resignr 01. die, We

all recognise that between general elec-
tions very little is done in the way of'
keeping the rolls right up to date. To,.
do other than we are doing would be ex-
treniely costly, with no good result. Eon,..
mnembers will recognise that while these
Vacancies occur fromi time to time and it
is not desirable that we should disf ran-
ehise great numbers of electors, the de-
partmletnt niust hlove due regard to eco-
nomiy and the taxpayers' interest. It
would cost a tremendous suim to have'
('ililvassers Continually going fromn place,
to place keeping the rolls in perfect
order. All we are doing is to give notice
to the public that unless they enroll be-
fore the first of January they 'will not
be entitled to rote at the election. That
is done at every election. We are only
following the practice adopted by the
Federal Government, a Liberal Govern-
ment, ini connection with the same Kal-
goorlie electorate, only covering a wider
area. If the people are concerned about
the Kalgoorlie seat in this House they
are eqnallv concerned about their in'-
terests in the Federal Parliament; yet
how mianjy protests have been made hY
Liberals, whether in the House or outside
at the action of thle Federal Liberal Glov-
erment in delayinoz for a great deal
longer Illin it is, proposed to delay the
represen lat ion of the Kalgoorlie elector-
ate in this House. Moreover we have
adopted the attitudo of allowiug the
House io deride doflinitel v when the roll
shouild elose. T snlmiiu ted a resolution
Oiai tie, sealt SlioLI11 be declared vacant
as fromn the 14-th .inunmrv in order, as I
have explained, to notif ,y the public that
Iie;' must get onl I le roll before 1st Jan n-
a rv. Put the Federal Parliament did not
consult the wishes of the House in the
slightest degree. didl not perniit any dis-
('iisiniI. hut arranged with thep Speaker
that lie should ivilliold his; writ. 'flit is
albsoluttely' wrong. The Speaker should
not lie iii the hands off an Adminis~tra-
tiou and lake his instructions from the
Coverni ment. He shouild take his instrnc-
tioln from the Housre so long as it is not
contrvaryv to the law, and thant is what is
happening onl this occasion. We are ask-
in- the 1-ouse to itisurnet the Speaker
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to issue his writ as from the 14th Janu-
ary next, but the Federal Government,
a Liberal Government, have not respected
the wishes of the House, but have direct-
eel their Speaker to issue a writ when
they desire.

}Ion. J. Mitchell: How do you know?
The PREMIER : I happen to know

that the late member for Ralg-oorlie died
suddenly, and I know that the seat has
been declared vacant and that no writ
liag followed: and that the Federal Gov-
ernment have announced the likely dates.

Hon. J. Mitchell: But this is against
t0e Constitution.

The PREMIER: I do not care any-
thing about the Constitution,

Mr. Wisdom: Of course you do not.
The PREMIER: Thle Federal Con-

stitution does not affect our position.
When we take into consideration the
protests made by our friends opposite
nild by the Press, and by the public, at
the htnrr 'vin bringing on the election fur
Cieraldton. it is evidence that it is not
tine desire of the House nor of the pub-
lie that we should unduly rush the issue
of a writ and thus cause the disfranchise-
ment of great numbers of people. 'What
'we have to determine is the action of
our friends olpposite. If we were to do
as they desire it would mean the dis-
franchisement of a great number nf
electors, Labour and Liberal. The Chief
Electoral Officer has arranged with the
Commissioner of Police to use his officers
for the purpose of bringing the rolls up
to date and, acting uinder the authority
of the Attorney General, is also sending
a special officer uip there. If hon. mem-
bers assert that we adopt that attitude
for the purpose of getting Labour voters,
on the roll, then undoubtedly it is a charge
of corruption against the Chief Elec-
toral Officer and the police. No Minis-
ter is going to Kalgoorlie to urge the
lpeople to get on the roll, hut the depart-
mnent is taking the necessary action. The
ac~cusation made by the leader of the
Opposition does him credit. To assert
that people are moving in from Boulder .
Brown Hill, Ivanhoe and Hannans, for
the purpose of getting on the K~algoorlie
roll for this election is a mad-brained

idea, because the hon. member knows
that in accordance 'with the Electoral
Act they must have been residing in the
constituency for at least one month be-
fore they can put in their claim. How
then is it possible for this to be done
within the time? -Where can it happen?
It is not a month since the late hon. mem-
ber resigned, and any claims put in after
the first January will be excluded. The
electors must have been in the electorate a
month before they can put in their claimz,
and there will not be a month between
the resignation of the hon. member and
the closing of the rolls on the 1st Jan-
uary. Therefore the accusation falls to
(he ground. Moreover, the bon. member
knows that whoever attempts to put in
a claim before having resided in the elec-
torate a month is committing an offence
against the Act, and is liable to be prose-
cuted.

Hon. J. Mitchell: This delay will give
them an opportunity.

The PREMIIER: It will not.
Mr. Elliott: It is being done every day.
The PIREMIEIR: If the hon. member

knows that it happens he should bring it
uinder the notice of the Attorney General.

Mr. Elliott: Why they had tables in the
streets at the Geraldton election.

The PREMIER: Any man is entitled
to assist the department in getting names
on the roll, and it might just as well be
done at a table in the street; we do not
require to go to the Geraldton Club to
get on the roll.

Mr. Elliott: What grievance have you
against the Geraldton Club?

The PREMIER: None 'whatever; I
appreciate the fact that--

Mir. Elliott: This is absolute dirt.
The PREMIER: I have not said any-

l1ning- against the Geraldton Club. The
lion. member said that they had tables in

Il.e street in their efforts to induce pr.pple
to gevt opn the roll, and I say thersi is no
r-cason why they should not go to the
Geraldtou Club for the same purpose.

Mr. Elliott: We do not hove those
thin--s in the Geraldtoa Club.

The PREMIER: That aeensaicoP I have
3h1own cannot possibl$' he effo-dive. Time
will not permit persons to go to the Ka-
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goorlie electorate and claim, and b9 en-
rolled, in order to take part in this by-
election, but of course it is promient in
the minds of our friends opposite because
it is the practice which they have followed
in the past. These are the sort of things
which they have done and which they did
during Menzies electioxf They took comn-
nmercial travellers and all and sundry and
put them on the roll. That was true and
proved to be true, and naturally it would
be uppermost in their minds because this
was the attitude they adopted, and wve
proved it. I defy the leader of the Op-
position or anyone else -to say that elec-
tors are leaving Brown Hill, Hannans or
Ivanhoe to get on the roll in the LKalgoor-
lie electorate. It is their imagination run-
ning riot. They recall to their minds
some of their own actions which they did
of stuffing the rolls. We are not existing
for stuffing the rolls or for gerrymander-
ing electorates, but for giving represen-
tation to the people and an opportunity
for people to vote at elections so that a
member can be returned here who will
be representative of the people. The atti-
tude of members opposite is that of dis-
franchising the people, while we exist to
franchise the people and not to disfran-
chise themi.

Hon. J. Mitchell: When it suits you.
The PREMIER: Therefore I say mein-

bers opposite may be extiremely proud
of the attitude which they have taken, and
there is no doubt Kalgoorlie will be proud
oDf their action and proud of the hon.
member for Pingelly (Mr. Harper) who
is the maligner of the goldfields.

Hfon. J. Mitchell: Is the hon. mnember in
order in saying that the member for Pin-
gelly is a mnaligner of the goldfields.

M1r. Bolton: Well, he is.
Mr. SPEAKER: If the hion. member

had said that the hon. member was a
mnaligner of anybody in this House, the
term would have been offensive, but he
did not say so, and members in the House
are privileged to say anything they like
against people outside.

The PREIWIER: The point I am try-
ing to make is that our friends opposite,
such as the member for Pingelly, rise :In
their places and appear to be a champion

of the goldfields, whereas not long ago
the lion. member was the nialigner of the
goldfields. He said when returning thank-,
at tlhe elections for the Senate that before
thie next Senate elections came round the
goldfields would he ion-existent, but I can
assure hion. members opposite that we
have stopped the rot as far as the relpre-
sentatives of the goldfields are concerned.
Have members opposite any resolutions
from Kalgoorlie people protesting against
the action the Government are taking, and
if they have let them bring these resolu-
tions forward. But the Kalgoorlie eleci ors
have absolutely declined to be attached to
the people who are protesting, the Liberal
Club in Perth. If a candidate stands iii
opposition to the Labour party candidate,
I absolutely deny that he wvill lie attached
to the Liberal party because the goldfields
people repudiate the Liberal party on
every possible occasion, for they recognise
chat they have not been fair to the gold-
fields. We have members protesting
against the actions of the Government. If
mnembers have any objection to the actions
of the Government, it is because we ore
endeavouring to give the people their
rights.

Hon. J. Mitchell: You are endeavour-
ing to suit yourselves.

The PREMIER: Tfell us how. 'The
same opportcunity exists for the Liberal
electors to get on the roll as exists for
the Labour electors.

Mlr. Bolton: There is not a Liberal
there.

The PREMIER: Yes, I admit that.
Mtembers, opposite have no ground for
romplainng as they have d]one this after-
noon.

Question pal1 and passed.

BILL-RTO14TS IN WATER AND
IRRIGATION.

Oouneis M1essage-M1o iey Bills Pro-
cedure.

A M21essage had been received from the
Council in thea following termns:-" The
Legislative Council acquaints the Legisla-
Live Assembly in reply to MINessage No. 44
fromn the Legislative Assembly that at
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11w present stage which has 'been reached
ih connection with the Rights ii' Water
.and Irrigation Bill, it is impossible for
the Council to reconsider its -Message No.
23, inasmuch as the Standing Orders of
the Legislative Council strictly lay down
the procedure which is to be followed by
the Council in dealing with Money Bills.
These Standing Orders have been ap-
proved by the Governor and] are strictly
in accordance with the powers conferred
upon the Council by Section 46 of 'The
Constitution Act Amendment Act, 1899.'
They are, moreover, an exact transcript
of the Standing Orders of the Common-
wealth Senate. whose statutory powers
with regard to Money Bills are substanti-
ally the same as the statutory powers of
the Legislative Council thereon. Further,
the Council would also point out that in
the case of an exactly similar Bill, viz.,
the Fremnantle Improvement Bill, the
Council sent a Message to the Legislative
Assembly (No. 24) in exactly similar
terms to the Message sent down by the
Council in the ease of the Bill nowv under
discussion (Message No. 23) and that in
the case of the Fremantle Improvement
Bill the Mefssage was returned from the
Legislative Assembly (Message No. 37)
stating that the Legislative Assembly had
agreed with all the requests which had
been pressed by the Council in that Bill.
Apart altogether from this question it ap-
pears from the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly that that House is
in a position to Dow ask for a Conference
on the Bill, whereas the Council is not,
and the Council therefore suggests that
the Legislative Assembly ask for a Con-
ference, and to such a request the Coun-
cit is willing to agree."

Mr. SPEAKER: In regard to this Bill
I have already pointed out that the Legis-
lative Council were not within their rights
in pressing amendments to Bills which in
accordance with Section 46 of the Consti-
tution Act must have originated in the
Legislative Assembly. This House re-
spectfully communicated that view, and
the difficulty in discussing such pressed
amendments by Mlessage to the Legisla-
tive Council. The Council now replies
insisting on their amendments and refus-
ing to withdraw the Message on the

ground that the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Council strictly lay down the
proceduire which is to be followed by the
Council in dealing with money Bills. The
Council's Message lproceeds as follows:-

The Standing Orders are, moreover,
ain exact transcript of the Standing
Orders of the Commonwealth Senate,
whose statutory powers with regard to
Money Bills are substantially the same
ais the statutory p~owers. of the Legisla-
tive Council thereon. Furthber, the
Council would also point out that in
the case of an. exactly similar Bill, viz.,
the Fremantle Improvement Bill, the
Council sent a )lessage to the Legisla-
tive Assembly (No. 24) in exactly simi-
lar terms to the -Message sent down by
the Council in the case of the Bill now
under discussion (Message No. 2$) and
that in the case of the Fremantle Im-
provement Bill the -Message was re-
turned from the Legislative Assembly
(Mfessage No. 37) stating that the
Legislative Assembly had agreed with
all the requests which had been pressed
by the Council in that Bill.

In my opinion the principle at stake in
respect to pres;sed amendments. to money
Bills is a very vital one. Section 46 of
the Constitution Act confers certain privi-
[eges on the Legislative Assembly and my
predecessors in this Chair, I may say
without exception, and this House itself
by resolution, have insisted on the Consti-
tutional -right of this Chamber to initiate
mon ey Bills and to resist pressed amend-
ments from another Chamber. Section
46 of the Constitution Act was in my
opinion inserted specifically in the Consti-
tution Act for the purpose of retaining
to the Legislative Assembly the sole
right to initiate and control money Bills.
If this were not so, why the necessity for
inserting the section at atl. The claim of
the Council that they cannot withdraw
the Message on the ground that it is con-
trary to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Council may be correct, but
I want to point out that the Standing
Orders of any Chamber are merely the
rules drawn up and adopted by that
Chamber for their own internal govern-
ment and the conduct of business in the
House. No Starding Order can override
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the Constitution of the Parliament of
WVIestern Australia. The other contention
that this Standing- Order is specifically
the same as the Standing Order of the

.Commonwealth Senate may be, and is I
believe,' quite correct. The Senate, I LIn-
deystanld, dloes enjoy the same right in
respect to nioney Bills as is enjoyed by
the House of Representatives, but the
Constitution of ihe Federal Parliament
did not give the Senate that right. That
right was eoiiferred later on by agree-
ment on the grounds that the Senate is
as equally representative of the -whole of
the people of the Commonwealth with
the House of Representatives. There
is no analogyv between the }'remantle Tm-
provenent 'Rill referred to in this Mes-
sa-s and the Bill now under considera-
tion. The Fremantle Improvement Bill
did not in the first place require a MNes-
sage. A Message was given on the
grounds that some small expenditure
might be incurred under the Bill, but the
purposes of the Bill being merely the
authorisation of taxation by a local body
and for local purposes removes the Bill
from the category of Bills which muost
origiate in the Legislative Assembly.
Holding this view the Assembly desired
to give it the latitude of an ordinary Bill.
A statement of these reasons was inad-
vertently omitted from the Message which
was9 sent to the Legislative Council. May
I supplement mny remarks by skiting
that our authorities, both May and Todd's
Parliamentary Practice, bear out the prin-
ciple that in the case where a local tax
or local authorisation for the purpose of
expenditure is being enacted, such a
measure does not require a Mles-
sage. Mly duty is to' conserve the
rights and privileges of this Chamber.
There may be something in the contention
of the Council that they have the right
to mnore certain amendments, hut that
contention has not been admitted by
this House. I am guided by what
Parliament has done in previous years.
This Parliament, both through its
Speakers and by specific resolution bas
insisted that the other Chamber has no
power to press amendments to money
Bills,- because such insistee 'would be a

violation of the Constitution of the Par-
liament of Western Australia. They have
resisted any right or claim from another
I-louse to insist on. these amendments anti
I intend to uphold the privileges of this-
Hlouse in the same manner as has been
(lone hy in predecestsors and this As-
semlbly itself. I ask, therefore, that the
Bill be discharged from the Notice Paper.

The MIN1-I STEE. FOR WORKS
Under the circumstances and in accord-
ancee with the Constitution I have iio
alternative but to carry out the advice
given by yourself and move for the dis-
ouharge of the order. In doing, so I want
to express my extreme regret that this;
important measure is agamin going to be
defeated througoh the action of another
place. It could have been averted on this
occasion. There may possibly have been
a, litile excuse on a previous occasion, but
on this occasion there is no excuse for
the attitude of the Legislative Council. I
would like to point out that last year
when this measure was returned under
somewhat similar circumstances, you thien
pointed out the position in your remarkzs
You said-

I may tell the Ho use that personally
I am expected to preserve the privi-
leges of this House and if similar
amendments, on future occasions are
pressed, I sha have to disallow the
Bill and ask the House to support me
in ny action T may take. I now leave
it to the House to determine 'what
action to take in respect of this Bill.

It was a distinct direction from die Chair
that if the Council persisted in. its atti-
tuide on future occasions they would be
courting defeat; not only that, lint the
Premier in dealing- with this particular
phase of the matter, in the course of his
remarks stated that he wanted it- to be
distinctly' understood, irrespective of
what the position might he in the future,
llint he was not going to continue this
practice. Therefore, we have His Honour
thie Speaker stating that he was not going
to continue the practice of allowing the
Legislative Council to press their amend-
mnents in money Bills,. and the leader of
the House appeatling to the Chamber to
waive their rights under the Constitution
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in order to save the Bill from defeat, and
to save the country from disaster that
would follow to that portion of the State,
.appealing to the House to waive it on that
-occasion, and adding that if it was per-
sisted in, Ihe House would then exercise
its ril-bts. 'Under the circumnstances, one
has to express regret, and one could.
almost say extreme regret, at the action
of the Council, because they were warned
that, if they persisted in it, it would bring
about the defeat of the measure. In view
,of that,' and realising as the 'y did the
vast importance of this measure, one is
-amnazed at thie action which has now been
taken. We bare to recognlise that mewm-
hers iu the other place are deeply inter-
*ested in the South-West. Possibly T may
he out of order in drawing special at1ten-
tion to the knowledge lion, memibers; in
that Houise p~ossFess of the imiportance of
the measure, bittt ley mnust have had the
knowledge also, that by~ the action they'
were taking. they were bringing about
the defeat of the measure. I reg-ret what
bas happened from the point of view of
the country and the many individuals who
are interested in this question. 1 have no
-alternative but to mnove-

That the Order be discharged from
the Yolice Paper.

Mr. GEO0RHGE (M1urray-Wellington):
I must say at the outset that T feel a
keen sense of disappointment and regret
at what has happened. The distriet which
I have the hionour to represent aiid with
which I have been closely connected ever
since I 11:ve- been in this State. is one
which we cannot deny contains pos-
-sibilities that are scarcelyv to be
found in any other district in the
State. I do not go so much upon
the reasons you, 'Mr. Speaker, have
given-7and I amn not goink- to dispute
those reasons. You no doubt have given
this matter very great consideration and
tcome to your judgment after having con-
sulted authorities. I do, however, make
the ap~peal to the Rouse, to see -whether
there are not some means by -which .
whether there be technicalities in the road
or not, the requirements of a body of
settlers who have spent their lives in the
South- West, suink their money and their

hopes there, cannot be met. It would be
appalling if this House onl a technical
point, or even on any point, were to
throw any obstacle in the way of the pro-
gress of a scheme which is required for
the benefit of maily struggling people in
the State. I am not going to enter into
the history of the Bill which was rejected
last session. I could put up, I think, a
very good case, not only for the Council,
bunt for those who prnbably agreed with
the action they' took upon that occasion,
but I considler this; is not the timie for re-
crimnination. [It is timte tor hon. members
interested as [lie'v are--and I believe they
aire interest-ed in pushing forward this
State-it is limec for themn to put petty
inconveniencs onl one side, or even big
ones for Flat matter, and not allow a
matter of this kind to lie cast into the
waste-paper basket, The 3hinister for
Works stated correctly !hat last session
you, 2fr. Speaker, frot the Chair gave
anl indication, as also did the Premier as
to the mannter in which similar conduct
in thie future would be mnet. Let me sug-
glest to the M~inister for W-orks t hat,
knowing that the Legislative Council con-
sists of men who cannot be said to have
vested interests in this part of the State,
it would have beetn a better plan for the
Minister to have introduced a Bill to deal
with irrigation, and a separate Bill to deal
with the mioney part of the subject. No
matter what Government may be in
power, if it be possible to introduce a Bill
dealing wvith industrial concerns such as
Ibis does, and yet within its four corners
to have clauses which many be interpre-
ted to bring it -within the particular see-
tion to which you have referred, we arel
takzing fromt the other Chamber its un-
doubted power and right of review. We1-
arc placing it -within the power of the
Government-and I am not casting any
insinuations on the Government-to press
their measures in this Chamner, and yet
in the House of review, which is consti-
tuted by the people-

Mr. O'Loghlen : It is not constituted by
the people.

Mr, GEORGE: At any, rate it is elected
by the people, and it is embodied in our
Constitution, end until that Constitution
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is altered it lhas its righits and those
rights %ve have to respct'.

Air. O'toglen: I agree with yout as ie-
gards the loss of the Bill.

Mr. GEORGE: The lion. member muay
feel a certain amount of indignation in
regard to it. but I want to pill such things
onl one side, because I can see that this
is going" to spell disaster to a large bod~y
of men who, whether theyv be mny eonstittn-
exits or not, it is my dity to look, after.

,1'. Bolton : I amt doubtful whether the
other House care.

AMr. O'Loghlen : It is the greatest public
scandal we have had.

Mr. GEORGE: What has been done?9
The Goverunient. in anticipation of this
Bill groingr Ihronali, seine 15 or 18 mionths
ago set to work. They have gone into
the orchards at the Harvey, they have cut
channels. dest ro ved trees, and not a word
has been said byv thle orchardists. who re-
cogiiised that if they asked for anl advan-
tage which they believed wotild comse from
this Bill, thley) must suffer somewhat be-
fore the schemne could be pitt into full
operation. T am pleading for people,
Yhether 1 amt their representative or not,
and they are deserving of every expres-
sion of s~vmpathy that can be given to
them.

Air. 0 'Loglilen : They' yihave lte symi-
path 'v of this House.

'r. GEORGE: Surely there is somne
W8nV by which this difficuLlty canL he
bridged over, somne way' apart from party
warfare, upon which we canl all agree. A
Bill could have been brought in to allow
the schemle so far as its practical working
is concerned, to be divorced from the
questions which constituted the woney Bill
uinder the sections to which the Speaker
has referred.

Alr. Bolton.- We give awa 'y a right. so
far as this Chamber is concerned.

mi-. GEORGE: 'rite hon. member isi-
understood mie. Whalit 1 am inclined to do
is to see whether we cannot find a 'wa y
out of the dimeuitly without loss of dig-
nity on our part. I do not want the
dignitY of this House to be lost. but I amn
considering that there are people who are
in danger of being ruined, people who
have worked for years in that district,

muan 'y of t hemn with a heavy burden of
debt (.ni their shoulders.

Thle ANttorney General : ('all you sugl-
gust anything?-

Mr. GEORG E: The thing has come
upon me as a surprise. I may tell the
Attorney' General that practically until
now T have understood that there was go-
lug to be a coniference like last Year. It
is true I understood front thle Mlinister
for Works that something like a hitch
mnight occur. but I have been relying- up-
on the sense of justice of members, that
they' would nut statid very mnuch upon
dignuity when they were considering the
rie-lits of tile people.

Mr. Bolion -We are all in symnpathy
with the Bill.

Mr. GEORGE: I arn not going to dis-
pute the Spea kci~s ru ling, bnt surely there
nre son0ic mneans for settling a matter of
this sort, which will spell ruin to a iium-
her of men who are working in the South-
West. and who have been wvorking in-
deed very hard. 'No one knows that better
than the Mlinister for Works mnd the
Mlinister for Lands. They have both been
dow-n in those parts. and they t-ecognise
thle class of nien who is working down
there. The Government have gone so
far as to spend something- like L2&i000
or £30,000 in the purchase of the Harvey
estate---a purchase which would have
been absolutelyv unwarran ted unless
tile secheme eould have been carried
out,' a pur ichase wVlxichI would have
buen a put-chase of madness if it
could h~ive been foreseen that the
Bill "-as not going to he passed byr
both Houses of Parliment. We have
the schemie progressed to such a point
thait T believi-e the expenditure r-eqnired
ho ccii ete it now would onl' amnount
to a few thousand pounds. The Govern-
inen? hav-e trespassed upon the lands of
these people in the Soulh-West. the 'y have
cut uip their orchards, mlade chanlnels.
through t hem, and now they are .to tell
them practically that thle thing is alt to
go by the board, I t-aa only- hope that
we h;ave not exhausted all means to get
this muatter settled. T am3 not going to
ask ltei House to dispute tile ruling of the
Speaker, lint. I would like tile House, if
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it can do so without in any way being
discourteous to the Speaker, to adjourn
the matter for a little while to see
whether some means cannot be found to
bring about the passage of the measure.

Mr. Taylor: Why make such a strong
appeal to this House which is right, and
let the other House, which is wrong, go
scot free?

Mr. GEORGE: This is the only Cham-
ber in which I have the right to make
an appeal. I have no right to make an
appeal before the other Chamber. If I
had that right I can assure the hon. menm-
ber that I would not require much prod-
ding.

Mr. Taylor : I would like to he there
to help you.

Mrkf. GEORGE; I should rejoice to
have the hon. member's assistance. I
would like to say a good deal, hut I do
not know that I can control my feelings
in this matter. I feel it very deeply. To
mec it is a great disappointment, because
I have been fighting for this for year;,
hut the biggest grief of all to me is that
I have to go down to my constituents,
-my friends, men I have known for many
years, and who started from scratch, and
tell them that all the hopes which have
buoyed them up during the last two or
three years are cast to tire ground, and]
there is no way out of it.

Mfr. Foley: And by members elected
by them.

Mr. GEORGE: I do not care who it
is by. The thing is done, and these men
.a-re going to be told that they are fooled.
They have been buoyed up with hopes
of this scheme, but, on a question of priv-
ilege or dignity between the two Houses,
the lii elihouds, of hard-working, honest
people are to be cast to the wind, as
though they wvere of no importance.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
,,r. 'Walker, Kanowna) : 1 have a good
dleal of sympathy with the hon. member
in his desire to have this motion rejected.

Mr. George: No, postp)oned, to see if
we can find a way through.

The ATTORNEY GEN\LERAL: We
c-annot postpone it. I would willingly
supporl the hon. member in an adjourn-
ment or otherwise, but this motion is an

absolute n]ecessity; not because of any
question of privilege or of dignity; not
because there is any crying in this House,
but because it is a matter of hard dry
law.

Hon. 3. M1itchell: Can you not bring
in anothier Bill now?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: What
time is there to bring in another Bill at
this stage of the session?~ Besides, we
cannot bring in the same Bill twice in
one Session.

Hon. J. 'Mitchell: Cannot you get
over the difficulty?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
is no way of getting over it. The Speak-
er has given a ruling which tells the
House that the matter must be proceed-
ed with no further, and he has practic-
ally given instructions that a motion
shall be moved for the discharge of the
measure from the business paper. There
is nio getting out of that in any form.

Hon. J1. Mitchell:- The House need
not agree.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
House ninsi- agree. The House miust obey
the laws laid clown by 11r. Speaker. The
discharge of the Bill is a formal matter,
but we cannot override the Speaker's
ruiling-, and if we did, it would be of no
effect. I, as law officer, shoild be ob-
liged to advise the Government, if the
House refused to obey the Speaker's rul-
ing., hat they could riot proceed with the
work, because it would he illegal inas-
much as it would niot be authorised by
Parliament, and could niot be authorised
hy Parliament unless both Houses agreed.
Mr. Speaker has informed uts that this
Chamber cannot concur in the insist-
ence of another place; therefore, we can-
not make the Bill law. We are at a
deadlock. That fact -was 'known to an-
other place before they went on with
their insistence; if there is ny crying
or any alleged dignity, it is in another
place. Vie have taken every step that
could be taken to meet the Council in this
matter. Not only that, but the Govern-
ment have shown their bone fides from
start to finish. They have not only taken
the money of the taxpayer to p~urchase
an estate for the yerv purpose of this
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scheme, but have actually expended
money in constructing drains and other
preliminary work which they continued
until the moment thley. were stopped by
another place a year ago. It is just
about a year ago that another place sent
down a similar insistence. On that oc-
casion the Speaker left the Loatter to the
House, and therefore the House was free
to act. The House expressly waived the
poinv, and did not take into conisidera-
tion the deadlock, but insisted them that
this was to be no precedent. We in-
formed thle Council that on a future oc-
casion theyv would not he dealt with in
the samne manner. and] that on a further
occasion if a like thling occurred their
Message would not be taken into con-
sideraition. That is upon the records of
the House now. There canl be no plead-
ing of ignorance. it is there recorded.
When they insist upon. these amendments
they directly flout the Speaker, they di-
rectly fiout the law. and they defy us;
and if thle Bill is lost. ii is because they
bave defied the low. because thleyv have
ignored the message that xvas sent to
them, and thlerefore there is no help for
it. It is impossible to withdraw from the
position. The Speaker's ruling is dis-
tinct, and it is hacked up by the Consti-
tution itself. Anthler Chamber cannot
override that law. and neither canl this
Chamber, and if the Bill becomes a dead
letter it is not the pride of this Cham-
ber, or line dignity of this Chamber; it
is not the will of the Governmnent; it is
not the wish of this Assembly; it is
simply the self-willed determination of
another body' . who ignored the message
sent up to them a year ago, and their
determination to treat a~s a dead letter
the sections cited by the Speaker in de-
livering his; decision.

Hon. J. Mitchell: We want the Bill.
The ATTORNEV GENERAL: That

is true. We Sent ipl two: We sent Up a
Bill last year: we conferred with them;
we did everythving- we could, but they
stilt made the Bill which Was sent up to
them a dead letter- Undismayed, al-
though somewhat disheartened. another
Bill was sent up this year. endeavourinir
to meet thent at every point, and if they

had so tAishedi we would have conferred
with them on it before they sent their
Message of insistence on the points of
disagreement. This House has shown a
desire at every step to get this Bill
passed into law, and ignored no means
open to it to come to an amicable under-
standing.

Hon. J. -Mitchell: Thei- have asked for
a conference.

The ATTORNEY GEN\ERAL:. They
have asked for no conference. They have
told us that if we like to ask for a con-
ference they will reconsider it. hut they
have put it out of our power to ask for
a conference by insisting upon their
amendments. Theyv could have had a
conference before they insisted upon
their amivendmvents.

The Premier: It is a deliberate at-
temptn to put (lhe Bill aside.

The A-TTORNEY GENERAL: It is
anl at tempi. to make this House appear
responsible fur ilw loss of thle Bill.

HRon. Frank Wilson : Not at all.
The ATTORNEY GE'NERAL: Un-

doutibedly. Tlhis House met another
place in every way uinfit the Speaker, in
defence of the rights given, to this Cham-
ber tinder the Constitution. tells us we
call go no further, and when we arrive
at that stage -we can go no further. We
cannot drefy' the Speaker, or defy the
law. He has insirmeted us to more this
resolutiun.- I wish we could find a
modus operandi of coming to an nndc-
standing, hut it is not possible on this
Bill. This measure is now a dead letter
by the ruling of the Speaker, and that
ruling is in accordance with thle law and
the precedenits of other Speakers we have
had inl the Chair.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What about the
Fremvani Improvement Bill ?

Trhe ATTORNE'Y GENE7RAL: It
was not on all foam's.

lion. J. Mitchell: Absolutelyv.
The ITTOR'NEY GWNERAL: ' Un-

douhtedlv not. One was; a municipal
Bfi. dealinir only With Iimunicipl rating.
This is a national Bill, dealing with
State taxes and State mioneys anid ap-
propriation, and comies under tile de-
signation of a Mloney Bill. There have
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been scores ot rulings by Speakers of the
House of Commons, showing that Bills
relating to the rating of a municipality
er local governing body do not properly
eome into the designation of a Money
Bill, and they have been so ruled, not
once, but scores of times in the House of
Commons. The Firemantle Improvement
Bill is one of those Bills that need not
be considered Money Bills, but this, by
virtue of the appropriations from the
Treasury, is undoubtedly a Money Bill,
.and cannot he otherwise ruled. If there
were a waly of getting out of it being a
Mloney Bill, the Speaker's ruling would
not be given to-day.

Mr.T George: We onl1Y wanted [he Gov-
ernment to find the money, and we would
pay it back.

TPhe ATTORNEY GENERAL: It does
not matter what the intention was in Te-
-arl to paving the money back. There
is an appropriation provided for, and
under the circumstances the Speaker's
ruling is correct, and throwing aside all
qulestions of dign, ity and privilege and
other considerations, we are bound by
that decision.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN (Forrest)I : T have
listened with a great dleal of interest to
the constitutional position declared by the
Attorney General. This Hotwe wvill
assuredly stand behind the Speaker's
rulling. bilt I, like the nmember for
Murray-Wellington. do want to' express

Inw, extreme regret that owing to the
opposition of another place we are likely
to lose one of the most important Bills
that has been introduced by' the present
Government. I recognised a couple Of
Years at90 that if there wes, one thing
whipch in lime to come would be associated
with the present Government. it was the
falet that they had introduced an Irriga-
tion Bill, that meant so much to the Routh-
West. As a. South-West member, I want
to endorse the remarks of the member for
Miurrav-Wellington. when he states that
thousands of people in that locality' will
be disappointed, and many of them will
perhaps give up the struggle. but I do
hope that the member for Murray-
Wellington, having expressed his sym-
pnthyv with those people, and his regret

at the fate of the Bill, wvill carry the
light outside the four walls of another
place, and ask the people to pronounce
judgment on the action of that Chamber.
I recollect that only last year (he member
for Mfurray-Wellington took the platform
in the South-West against the Bill, with
one of the obstructionists in another
place, MrT. E. M. Clarke, who has led the
opposition to a great extent.

Mr. George: No.
Ur. O'LOOHLEN: "lie hlln member

addressed mneeting-s ag-ainst the Bill. Let
me sat'y that in my opinion the settlers of
I he South-West are unanimiously behind
the Government. 'aiid they wvoulId showv it
by a vote to-inorrowv. Mfr. Clarke,
whether fromt interested motives or not I
cannot say, is leading the opposition to
this Bill, and has, by his action in this
regard, signedl his own political death
warrant next M1ay.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What nonsense
Mr. O'LOGHLEN: It is not nonsense.

The time has come when this House hans
to assert its authority. If we arc to go
cap in hand to another place, a body of
men ,elected by a comparatively few
people, if we have to knuckle down to
themn on every important Bill, and agree
to theiir amendmnents, Responsible Govern-
ment has become a farce.

I-Ion. J1. Mitchell: Send upl q decent
Bill.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: No nialter what
Bill we send up, those members of another
place are not prepared to debate it, be-
cause they are blinded by party prejudice.
and it meets with a cool reception at their
hands. The tirue has come in this State
when the people want the position clearly
defined. When the people endorse certain
legislation, when they send a group of
men into the popular House pledged to
a policy-and I venture to say the whole
Parliament is behind this Bill-are we
going to stand much longer the spectacle
of a few people in another pice, not
representative of the people's will and
aspirations, casting aside the legislation
and flouting the wishes of this House?

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member
cannot discuss that aspect of the ques-
lion.
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Mr. 0 'LOOHLEN :if I am not al-
lowed to do so I will not do so, but the
position is intolerable and the people are
not likely to stand it much longer.

Mr. SPEAKER. I am asking the hon.
member not to discuss it.

Mr. O'LOGHL1 EN :Surely I will have
an opportunity to direct the attention of
the people in the country to the morass
in which we are involved at present.

lion. J. Mitchell :They ought to know
the Bill clause b-y clause to give an
opinion.

Mr. 01'400I1LEN :There are peo-
ple in the country who uinderstand this
Bill and are far more competent to ex-
poress an opinion on it than the lion.
member. (lod help the country if it had
to depend on the hon. member's opinion
o'i Bills of lis description. The loud
laugh of the hon. member betrays a vac-
ant mind. The hoii. member for Northamn
maight langh,, he might hold his own
viewv of the matter. The Government
have shovelled public cash ont to assist
the wheat grower wherever wvheat grow-
ing is carried on. In the South-West
where we are not going in for an export
trade, but wvant to establish industries
to make this State self contained, we have
condoned the action of the Govern meat
wvhen they expended £C18,000 to £,20,000
without authority, but are we to sit down
tamely and allow that money to go to
-waste for the want of an expenditure
of an additional £,70,000 or £e80,000 un-
der this measure? It is one of the scand-
als of this Parliament; it is a disgrae
to tamely submit to a few people in an-
other place who have arrogated to thein-
selves the power to thwart the will of
the people.

Mr. SPEAKER :Order ! I have ad-
vised the hon. member twice not to pur-
sue that line of argument. The motion
is that this Bill be discharged from the
Notice Paper on the grounds which I
have given and these grounds comprise
the only matter which can be discussed.

Mur. 0 'LOG IN -. I agree with the
constitutional aspect of the question.
hut you. Sir, allowed the lioa- member
for MuryW~itnto make an ap-
peal-

Mr. SPE.AKER: Order! I allowed the
Minister for Works to give his reasons.
I wilt permit the discussion to go no fur-
ther.

Mr. O'LOGFILEN: You will admit,
Sir, that you allowed the member for
MLrray-Wellington--

Mr. SPEAKER :Order ! I have
asked the lion. member to speak to the
question.

Mr *0LOGE!LEN :Am I exceedig
my rights in speaking to the question on
thie same lines as the hon. member for
Murrav-Wling-ton ?

Mr. SPEAKER .The hon. member
niust confine himself to the reasons why
the Bill should or should not he dis-

Mr. 0'LOGHLEN :I thought I would
be in order in dealing -with the question
on the samne lines as the hon. member for
Muriiray-Wellington. If I am not in order
I will desist. It is an important matter
and a great many people in the South-
West. have been looking forward to this
Bill. It is not a matter of pleading for
one section of the people against an-
other, and if I am not permitted in this
Chamber to direct attention to the in-
tolerable position which bans arisen, I
will do so outside. I believe this House
will suipport your rin g. The constitut-
tional position hans been clearly defined
by yourself and by the Attorney Goeri-
Jl. The lion, member for M~urray-Welt-
ington inquired Whether there was any
loophole of escape, and through your-
self anid Lte Attorney General he has
learned that there is no loophole. The
Bill will be lost and it is a reflection on
our Constitution and on our system of
government that this should be so. I
trust that the hon. member for Murray-
Wrellington. in common with other mem-
bers who reg-ret the loss of this Bill and
whio know the reasons which have led up
to its loss, will carry the warfare into
the country, and that the Government
before accepting another rebuff of.- a
similar cha-racter, will also take the ques-
tion to the country. If the Government
wish to retain their self respect they
cannot go on accepting the decision of
another place and allowing another place
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to dictate thle policy of the country after
the people have decided -what that po-
liey shalt be. Next year we wvill have to
allow the people to say what tile posi-
tion will be. It is an intolerable posi-
tion and I sincerely trust that both
the Opposition andi the Government will
try to finid some means to bring about a
better state of affairs. Thle unfortunate
part of it all is tbat thle people wilt suf-
fer in the meantime.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs :Thle Opposition
in this Chamber ?

M1r. 0 'LOGHLEN: Tfle Opposition
in this House are behind the Bill. This
Bill will be lost and 1 think that when
hon. members realise the seriousness of
the position they -will regret its loss, but
they can make up for it later onl by carry-
ing, the wvarfare into the country.

Mr. George : That will not give the
people water during this summer.

Mr. O'LOGIHtEN : No, but the lion.
member might have used his inifluence
wvith another place.

The Premier: They are too busy on
the Electoral Districts Bill.

M~r. George: I do not know anything
about that.

Mr. O'LOGTHLE'N: Had the lion, mem-
ber mande sympathetic, representations in
another place and canvassed his friends
who stood by their opinions on nearly
every decision which they gave, possibly
the Bill would have been saved, but now
the Bill -will be lost. I cannot see any
escape from that, and no one regrets it
more than I do. But the people of the
South-West and of the State generally
will awaken to the position and try to
remedy it at tile first opportunity. When
that occurs those who have been respon-
sible for a waste of £20,000 on the start-
ing of this irrigation scheme, the mem-
bers of the other place, who refused the
authority for the additional £807000 or
£00,000 to perfect the scheme, will get
their deserts at the poll.

Mr. George: That will not help the
orchardists.

Mr. O'LOGBLEN: We k-now that the
orebardists in the South-West are to a
man behind the Bill. They do not want
to see it sacrificed; they do not want to

see the funeral of this Bill to-morrow, 'bat
this is the position, and the very men
who have been prominent in leading tbe
opposition to this measure in another
Chamber will meet their political doom
next May. and it will not he a day too
50011.

M%-r. MALE (Kimberley) : -it Would be
very difficult for uts to argue, Sir, that
your ruling in lis p~articular matter
should be disagreed with, but every mnem-
ber of this House will deeply regret the
fact that such a ruling has been given
as to render this Bill null and void aind
cause it to be thrown out.

Mr. Taylor: Not the ruling, but the
necessity for the ruling.

Mvr. MALE: Members on the Govern-
mlent side who have spoken have tried to
show that the whole of the blame is due
to members of another place. Now let us
calmly reflect and see if this is exactly
the position. It was pointed out by thle
Minister for Works that the lion. the
Speaker referred to this matter some 12
months ago and explained the position
and the difficulties which would occur if
a similar position cropped up again.
That icing the case the Governmlent must
have seen that the difficulty would prob-
ably cr01) up again this session oni tile
introduction of a similar Bill. Knowig
that this ditficultv ivould occur and know-
ing that there was every chance of the
Bill having to be discharged from our
Notice Paper, was not it the dutty of the
leader of the Government in another
Place to have endeavoured early in the
session to rectify the position and pre-
vent the difficulty from recurring? But
has the leader Of another place, the re-
presentative of the Government, taken
any single action in the matter? Has he
once pointed it out to another place that
thle difficulty would recur?

Mr. O'Logbien: Was it necessary after
their past action!~

The Premier: Why did not the com-
mittee who drew up the message two or
three days before it was sent down do
that ?

Mr. MALE: The Government knew of
it 12 months ago and they have taken no
action to rectify the difficuilty which they
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must have foreseen. They have a leader
in another place whose duty it was to
put these things straight. Did he do auy-
thing to point out to another place the
danger they would run if the difficulty
was not rectified? Dear as are our rights
and privileges to uts, are not the privi-
leges of another place equally dear to
them? Let us read the message. it
states that it is impossible for the Council
to reconsider its message inasmuch as
the Standing Orders of the Legislative
Council strictly lay down the procedure
to be followed by the Council in dealing
with money Bills, and that the Standing
Orders have been approved by the Gov-
ernor and arc strictly in accordance with
the powers conferred upon the Council by
Section 46 of the Constitution Act
Amendmnent Act of 1899. Are "at the
privileges of the Upper House, the privi-
leges which they deem to be theirs--

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The boil.
mnember is discussing my ruling. I have
ruled that the Upper House cannot insist
upon amendments to a money Bill end
that this House has resisted any such at-
tempt on past occasions by resolution and
by decision of the House. Therefore if
the bon. mnember argues that the Upper
House hns rights he is arguing in opposi-
tion to my ruling,' and this is not the
manner in which hie can do that.

Mr. MUALE:. I was not arguing that
another place had these rights but that
the-y imagined they had them.

The Premier: They knew last year
that they did not have them.

".%r. MIALE: The members of another
place believe that under their Standing
Orders they hare such a privilege, and
they say that their Standing Orders have
beeti approved by His Excellency the
Governor. It seems that a possible wvay
out of the difficulty might have been'
found. Tf their Standing Orders, as has
been ruled by the hon. the Speaker. are
not in order and do not igive them these
privileges, why could not the joint Stand-
ing Orders Committee of both Houses
have met and discussed this questions If
they had done so possibly the whole diffi-
,culty would have been overcome, but we
find that no advance has been made on

the part of the Government, throughout
the whole of the session to endeavour to
overcome the difficulty which they fore-
saw and knew must inevitably arise if
amendmhents were nade by another place.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary MI~in-
ister) : It is not the f~rt time.

Nir. MALE: Whilst I myself believe
that your ruling, Sir, is a correct oae

MrT. A. A. Wilson:- Why apologise for
another place?

M-fr. MALE: I am not apologising for
anyone.

MNr. A. A, Wilson: You are trying to.
Mr. MALE : While I believe your rut-

ing is correct this difficulty could have
been overcome if the Government had
taken this necessary action earlier in the
session and secured an alteration to the
Standing Orders in another place or to
the privileges which they believe they en-
joy.

'the Premier: Did not we send a mnes-
saige to thema, to which this is a reply, in-
forming them that we could not deal with
their message?

.Mr. fe~DOWVALL (Coolgardie) : I
cannot understand win' so miany apolo-
gies have liven mrade for the Legislative
Council. It strikes mne that the Legisla-
tire Council have very carefully con-
sidlered this question. The very wordinig
of tire -Message - goes 1o prove that.

The Preie~r: You airc quite wrong
in that. They have not careFully con-
sidered it.

Mr. AfeDOWALL: T m arguing
from the mlescsage of the Legislative
Council. Thle member for Kimberley has
been arguing that they have not con-
sidered Section 46 anurlite privileges
conferred upon thern. T believe they
have and have deliberately flouted this
Assembly. Notwithsianding what the
Premier inay say to the contrary I con-
tend that they have deliberately flouted
the Assembly. They say it is impossible
for the Council to reconsider the Mes-
sage. We requested them to reconsider
it, and they tell us it is impossible to do
so. They go on to point out that the
Standing Orders have been approved b~y
the Governor and are strictly in accord
with the powers conferred upon the
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Council by the Constitution Amendment
Act of 1899.

Mr. George: While we are quibbling
the people may starve.

Mr. 'MeD OWALL: What I desire to
impress upon lion. members is that it is
not the fault of the Assembly. We sin-
cerely regret the loss of this Bill. Sec-
tion 46 reads as follows-

In the ease of a proposed Bill,
which, acording to law, must have or-
iginated in the Legislative Assembly,
the Legislative Council may at any
stage return it to the Legislative As-
sembly with a message requesting the
omission or amendment of any items
or provisions therein;- and the Legis-
lative Assembly mnay, if it thinks fit.
make such omissions or amendments,
or any of them, with or without modi-
fications.

That section is so clear and specific that
it is impossible for the Legislative Coun-
cil not to have thoroughly understood it
and tinder the circumstances I maintain
they have deliberately flouted this House.

Mr. George: Take Standing Order
315.

M1%r. XMeDOWALL: The hon. member
for M1urray-Wellington absolutely as-
tonishes me. He holds up) a book of the
Standing Orders and asks me to look at
No. 815. The Standing Orders of Par-
lianmelt don rot eveni govern Parliament;
ine House governs Parliament and if we
pass a resolution we can suspend the
Standing, Orders. The House is not
subs4ervient to its Standing- Qrders hut it
is subservient to the Constitution. This
House cannot, except in a proper and
constitutional manner, rescind or alter
tine Constitution. and it must have an
absolute majority as lion. memnber-,
should know. It is A well known fact
that if wre take an Act of Parliament and
make regulations on that Act of Parlia-
ment and these regulations are incon-
sistent with any section of that Act the
section overrides these regoulations. In
the same way if a Standing Order goes
a1gainst Section 46 of the Constitution
that Stan ding Order is ridiculous. If it
is impossible for the Council to recon-
sider the Message what on earth is the

use of them asking for a conference?
They say no miatter what we do they will
not reconsider their Message. They say
it is impossible. I represent a gold-
fields constituency; consequently this,
measure is not of any consequence to me
personally, but I realise it is of great
importance to the State, and I regret the
measure is going to he lost because of
the action of another place. That we
must retain our privileges goes without
saying. We have had the spectacle of
the House of Commons fighting for its
privileges against the House of Lords,
and if another place are going to start
whittling away every privilege we pos-
sess, we will have no power whatever and
will he sat upon every time. The posi-
tion is bad enough at present, Any Bill
that is not a money B~ill they whittle
about until it is absolutely useless. The
Mfines Regulation Bill has been emascu-
lated beyond recognition. Therefore I
maintain that it is impossible for us to
keep on giving awaythese points. The hon.
member for Murray-Wellington sug-
gests that it is a technicality and that we
should do this or that to avoid the de-
feat of the measure. I agree with him
so far as that is concerned, but it would
be fatal if we gave away further powers
to the other place. They have already
got every power they deserve and when
we recognise that the members of that
place are elected by less than one-third
of the people on the rolls of the As-
scinbly --

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The miembe-r
must not discuss that.

Mr. MKeD OWALL: I amn only point-
ing out a reason why the Legislative
Council should not have the same weight
in this country as the TLegislative Assem-
bly.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! rs it neces;-
sary to discuss that? Section 46 of. the
Constitution Act does not give them the
same power.

Mr. MeD OWALL: I am perfectly
well a-ware of that,' but the argument has
been used by the member for Murray-
Wellington that they have their rights
and privileges end the member for Kim-
honley also made an assertion.
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Mr. George: I do niot think I argued
that.

Mr. MLeD)OWALL: Let the bon. minu-
her look up toansard when it comes out.
I am only arguing to show that the Leg-
islative Council is not such a representa-
tive institution as this Chamber. I rose
mainly to protest against the act ion of
the other place iii treating this Bill in
(the wanner they have done. 1 cannot
understand people who have looked into
Section 40, people who mention it in
their Message, making out it was not un-
derstood by themn because the language
strikes me as being extremely plain.

Mr. UNDERWVOOD (Pilbara) : I dle-
sire to support the motion for several
reasons, the first and] essential reason
being that this House has no other course
but to 'discharge this motion from the
Notice Paper. We have heard a great
deal about the Constitution and other
points, but when we look at the Constitu-
tion it is clear to everybody whose mind
is not perverted by prejudice that this
Chamber is given the right of control over
money Bills and another place have no
right to send down this Message to us.
We wvould be absolutely unwvorthy' to the
people -who sent us here if we submitted
to this Message. I want to reply to one
4r two statements made by I lie member
for Kimberley. He asked -why dlid not the-
leader of the Leg-islative Council inform
the Council what was going to happen. It
is a risk, I admit, but we accept them as
men of ordinary apprehension and it
4honld not be necessary for tine leade-r to
haove told them anythiing-. This Hlouse
'old themn last session. This House also
+old theim this session, and if they are
Ruch idiots that 'they cannot understand
ib~at thiey ought not to be there at all, they
tire somiethingZ that ought. to be wiped
clean off our Constitution. The hon.
Tnember saidl that the Lel-slative Council
%re defending their privileges. In this
revpeet the *y have no privilege to defend.
"heay arc absolutely trying to whittle
i4way ours: they are impudently attei'npt-
inz to whittle away ours. We know that
thkq inatler has been considered in caucus
of the Libieral party, and the moember for
Murrariy-Wellington with all his great

ap)peal of snirltesonle hypoerisy-it is
,iothing else-has consulted witb the hon.
21r. Colehatch and those who arc oppos-

ngthis Bill in the other place. He has
agreed with them. 'They have decided, not
'u another place. hut in caucus assembled.
that they are going to endeavour to put
the Gohvernment in an awkward position.
As a matter of fact that hion. gentleman
is sacrificing the interest of his constitu-
ents.

Mr. George: On a point of order. Am
I right in giving emphatic denial to the
statements that the hion. member has had
the audacity to makectwith regard to the
lion. Mr. Colebatch and myself in. caucusc."
or must I sit down to an insult of that
-ort, which is absolutely unfair?

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member will
not be in order in interrupting while
another member is speaking, but if he
considers that the remarks made by the
bon. member are offensive he can ask that
they be withdrawn.

Mr. George: I say that they are abso-
lutely untrue and therefore they are
offensive,

Mr. SPEARER: The remark that they
are untrue is unparliamentary

'Mr. Gleorge: Then I do not know what
word to use. T know what the Facts are.

Mr, SPEAKZER: The hion. member rose
to a point of order. Will lie state the
point of order?

Mr. George: I ask whether T would be
in order in denying the accuracy, of tire
statement the hon. member made just
now, which is personally offensive and
absolutely untrue?

Mr. SPEAKER : The lion, member iir
the first place is not in order in stating
that -any, statement is untrue, hut hie can
at a lWer stage rise in his place arid deny%
the statement by way of personal esuilana-
tion. I hope the hion, member will with-
draw the word "untrue."

Mr. George: I withdraw it.
Mr. SPEAKER:- Later on thea lion.

member may' rise in his place and on a
personal explanation deny the statement.

Mr. Gleorge: Is the term snuffling
hypocrisy an ordlinar 'y term to use to a
member of this House? Mlust a member
accept it without protest?
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Mr. SPEAKE R .If the remark was
made in a personal sense and the hon.
member deems it offensive I have no op-
tion bitt to ask the hon. member to with-
draw it.

Mr. 0 'Loghien : Why did he not take
exception at the time I

Mr. SPEAKER Order ! The bon.
member will mnind his, own business.

Mr. 0 Loghlen : Mr. Speaker-
Mr. SPEARER :Order! The hon.

member will keep his seat. The member
for Pilhara. must withdraw the remuark
deemed offensive by the member for Mur-
ray-Wvellington.

Mr. UNDERWOOD :I believe the
words objected to were "snuffiesome
hypocrisy." If the lion, member takes
exc~eption I will withdraw.

Mr. O'Loghlen : Why did he not
take exception at the time 1

Mr, UNDERWOOD : I do not know,
but it does not matter. I do not want to
repeat them, but I want to say the Hlouse
has no other course open but to pass the
Bill off the Notice Paper. 'We have had
a great deal of talk since the end of the
last session. It is a question that has
been fully considered. It is one of the
most discussed questions we have had
before us for something like 18 months,
or tn-c years. We have had Mr. Cole-
hatch claiming that the Minister for
Works should go on with the work, that
the Council was sure to give its assent
to the Bill; and claiming it was the fault
of the Mkinister for Works that the work
had been stopped, notwithstanding the
fact that one branch of the Parliament
had refused to pass the measure. Yet
they comec down again this session know-
ing absolutely what was going to happen
to the Bill, knowing that we are not go-
ing to allow the rights of the
people in this Chamber to he whit-
tied away, kuowi~g tiat; unless they
dealt differently with the question
this session from what they did
lest session the Bill was going out. I ab-
soluitely protest against any member
on the Opposition side attempting to
persuade the people that he is in favour
of the Bill. As a matter of fact the Op-
position stand condemned absolutely in

f145]

regard- to Ibis matter, and as I said be-
fore it is not altogether another place, it
is not the Legislative Council, but the
great Liberal party which has met
in caucus and decided to turn down
the Bill,. and when the people want
to know why thle Bill is not passed
1. can tall themi that it is owing to the
action of the Liberal party after having
dutly considered it.

Hon. H-. B. LEFROY (Moore) :Asl
the only member onl this side just now, it
is mny duty to say a few words in contra-
diction of what has fallen from the hon.
member who has just sat down. He is
absolutely incorrect, and the idea. could
only have originated in the fertile im-
azination of the hon. member that mem-
bers of this side have met in conference
in regard to the Bill, or any other Bill
whichi has been before the a1ouse this
session. I deny most emphatically on be-
half of hon. members on this side and on
behalf of the great Liberal party of West-
ern Auistralia, which the lion, member
has also chosen to condemn, that anyv-
thing of the sort has ever arisen in any
way whatever. There has been no con-
ference, no meeting of hion. members on
this side of the House in regard to this
Bill. Any action we hiave taken has
been taken on the floor of the House and
nowhere else- The hon. memnber's stlate-
ments are entirely incorrect whien he
says that any conference of any kind
whatever has taken place inf regard to
this matter between members on this
side and members of the Legislative
Council.

Mr. flwyer :Have there been no in-
formal discussions 7

lion. H. B. TLEFROY : None what-
ever. It is highly improper that a state-
ment such as this -should go out to the-
country without any grounds whatever
for it. With regard to the resolution
itself, which has been moved by the Gov~-
erment, and which is a proper resolu-
tion. the Government will cart-v it. For
my part I consider that at tis stage Of
the session it would be only a -waste
of time to farther dis cuss thiis matter.
At the same time I consider it may duty*
to rise and in every possible way deny
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the statements that have fallen from
the hon. member, to deny that any action
such as hie imagines, and which he has
no right to state from imagination only,
has taken place among hon. members on
this side of the House.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Seaddan):
I amn sare there is unanimity of opinion
that the attitude on the part of this
Chamber in regard to the Council's in-
sistence on amendments to money Bills is
a correct one. At the same time there
seems to he a difference of opinion in
regard to the method of dealing with
this further Mfessage received from the
Council. If any hon. member opposite,
as COT instance, the member for Kimber-
Icy, likes to take upon himself the onus
of admitting that members of another
place were ignorant of what was neces-
saryv for the purpose of saving the Bill,
he is entitled to do so Possibly they will
thank him for it and probably they will
not. It cannot be claimed that the ge-n-
tlemen responsible for the framing of
this Mlessage were in the slighbtest de-
uree ignorant of the proper procedure for
saving this measure. if they had de-
cided to do so. It is not as if the Bill
had been dealt with in this fashion for
the first time. Previousl y it was before
Parliament and was laid aside after
an attempt had been made to ad-
just the difference~s by way of a
conference. On that occasion much
the same thing occurred. T hey in-
sisted upon amendments to the Bill,
contrary to the provisions of the Con-
stitution Act. hut in ordor to show
that the Government and those sup-
porting them were extremely desirous
t hat the Bill should become law.
in order to press forward thle
starting of irrigation works in the South-
Western parts of the State so as -to do
what we all desire should be done as early
as possible. namely. to give the people
an opportunity of settling that, vast area
and producing that which to-day we are
importing in large quantities from an-
other Stale at a cost of sending large sums
of money out of our own State-we for
a moment forgot our privileges as an
Assembly. We did what I then thought,

and what I still think, 'was wrong. In
order to avoid criticism from outside that
we were in any way responsible for the
defeat of the Bill, we permitted our priv-
ileges to be laid aside, and informed an-
other place that we were prepared to
allow them to withdraw the Message in-
sisting upon amendments, and have a con-
ference with them. The conference was
held, but without any result, except a fur-
flier attempt on the part of another place
io rob xis of our privileges. If there is
one thing we should be definite upon it is
that the people's House shall continua
to enjoy its privilege of controlling the
public funds, and if we continue to do
as we did last session, namely. permit
another place to insist upon amendments
because we are anxious that the Dill
should become law, then the grounid is cut
away from under our feet on all matters.
We could not object on any Bill. They
would have a perfect right to insist upon
similar methods being adopted on all
measures. That is the attitude adopted
by another place. W"e, have oaly to read
their Mlessage, in which they state that
onl a measure passed earlier this session,
the Fremnantle Improvement $1ill, wve al-
lowed them to insist upon amendments,
and thus set up a precedent. 'Ap par-
ently they are going to force ihis Cham-
ber to admit that they have equal rights
regarding the expenditure of public
money. That may appear all right from
the point of view of another place, hut 'I
have yet to learn that the people them-
selves are prepared to accept such a posi-
lion;- and while the loss of the Bill will
be a tremendous blow to a great manyv
in this State, the loss of the rights of
the whole community to control the pub-
lie- fNdsl would be a greater blow and one
that would take us many years to recover
hrorn, because it would be affecting the
whole community, and not merely a small
section of it. The fact that we intro-
duced the measure in the first session
and wvent to the length we did last session,
and again produced it this session and
discussed it from every possible stand-
point, aid endeavoured to accept amendl-
nients which did not encroach upon prin-
eiple-and indeed accepted the great ma-
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jority of the amendments submitted by
the Council-all this is evidence that the
Government are sincere and are exceed-
ingly desirous that the Bill should become
law. But if another place will insist
upon doing something contrary to the
Constitution they must take the reponsi-
bilityv for their actions. It is useless for
them to endeavour afterwards to explain
that they' were not aware of the purport
of their actions, that it would have the
effect it has had, and that they thought
perhaps thle Assembly might again forget
its privileges and agree to allow tile Coun-
cil to do as it likes. I am not desirous
of being put in that position. I prefer
peace at any price if -with honour, but on
an occasion such as this I think the price
is too great, not for the immediate pres-
ent, but for the future. It sets aside one
of the greatest privileges the people's
House have obtained after the shedding of
a great deal of blood in other parts where
the British Constitution is now in opera-
tion, namely, the tighYlt of all people
taxed to have a say in the expenditure
of the money which they provide for the
purpose of carryiug on constitutional
Government. Here we are to allow a
small section of the community to con-
trol the Assembly in order to make it
appear that we are trying to save our
own faces, to permit them to get back to
a position of affairs which would not
have been tolerated in the days when
kings were able to comne along and, al-
most with a sword, compel the Assembly
to agree to what they desired, and when
many a man lost his life for standing
up1 for his rights. We are to hand back
all that power to a privileged section of
Parliament. We did it onl a previous
occasion to show our earnestness in the
matter, but we are not prepared to con-
tinue doing it. If we did now what we
did then we would be merely repeating
what we have already done. We Sent a
Message to the Council on this Bill pre-
viously this session. The House could not
deal with their Message because it was
in the nature of insisting upon amend-
ments in a Bill in respect of which they
had no power to insist. They knew the
meaning of that, because gentlemen like

Mr. Moss, like the President of the Coun-
cil, like Mr. Kingsmill, the Chairman of
Committees, and like Mr. Colehatch, un-
der., and very well the meaning of the
Message we sent, and understood its pur-
port; but they deliberately sent that Mes-
sage back to us to make it appear to the
public, who would not perhaps under-
stand the position so well as they under-
stood it, that we were responsible for the
loss of the Bill.

Sitftng suseneded from (1.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Seaddan) :
Before tea I was endeavouring- to show
that it could not he claimed that another
place when deciding to send forward this
Message was ignorant of what the result
of it would be, because the committee
who drew up the Message for the con-
siderat ion of the Council as a whole con1-
sisted of the President, the Chairman of
Committees and the lions. Mr. Moss and
Mr. Colebatch, drew it up, I understand,
two or three days before the Message
from thie Assembly was dealt with and
before it was possible for the Colonial
Secretary to explain thle Purport of thle
Message from this Chamber, proving con-
clusively I think that they had determined
thot this Bill was to be lost and de-
sired to make it appear that it was
lost through a disagreement between the
two Houses. Mlay I again assert that it
is evidence of the fact that a measure
which is likely to be of some moment to
the country end prove beneficial cannot
be acceptable to another place if it is
introduced by a Labour Administration.
I regret to have to say this, but in view
of the attitude they have adopted on two
occasions in connection iwith this measure
when they hare insisted tipon amendments
which they know very well in accordance
with the Constitution they are not per-
mitted to insist on and that it is tanta-
mount to laying the Bill aside, I can only
conclude that they have not the courage
to defeat the measure in a proper, open,
and straightforward manner, but en-
deavour by this Message to bring about
a disagreement with this Chamber in
order to make it appear that they are
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favourable to the proposals in the Bil,
but that in some minor matter they couldl
not obtain the concurrence of this Chamn-
her. It is vcry evident that the Council
did not fully consider this Message but
left it to the four members to deal with
and the other hon. members accepted it
without knowing its purport, but the
gentlemen responsible for drawing it uip
were fully aware of the result, for I have
yet to learn that these gentlemen cannot
understand good plain English such as
was sent in the Assembly's Message and
which distinctly pointed out to them that
we were unable to consider their Message,
because it was pressing requests which
action they knew very well was contrary
to the Constitution. I regret that we have
arrived at the stage when we have to take
the matter up in this way and ask the
House to set aside the Bill, I realise to
the full the seriousness of the position.
But I want those who will stiffer most
through this action to bear in mind that
we hare eadeavoured by all means in cur
power to have this measure placed on the
statute-book, but without success. Even
to-day we are not satisfied that it has
received the consideration due to it, but
on some other occasion we will probably
again give that Chamber an opportunity
to repeat their performance. In the
meantime I hope the people who will
stiffer, and those who will not 'be directly
affected by it but who believe that it is
essential to open up the sothf-western
portion of our State for settlement and
that it can only be opened up by locking
rivers and usinir the water which flows
into the ocean by millions of gallons every
year, will recog-nise that this Bill is nces-
sar-v in order to make that water avail-
able during our long drawn-out summer
and will cause such a change to be made
'in another place at the forthcoming elec-
tions that we will be able to have that
measure placed on the statute-book and
to push forward with the settlement of
that part of our State.

Member: The same applies to Esper-
anee.

The PREMIlER: It applies to quite a
number of things and I anticipate that
there is an interesting period before us.

I believe the members of this Chamber
as well as the pimple generally will take
full advantage of that period and that
the people will in no unmistakable man-
ner express their disgust at the action
of another p lace. I have the greatest
admiration for my most bitter opponent
politically so long as he is staightforward
enough not only to stand to his princip~les
and beliefs but to openly announce them
and take a proper course in objecting to
measures introduced by the present Gov-
ernment, but. this and other measures
could be accepted by the country as a
whole. They are not party measures in
the slightest degree, hut they are -not
accepted and I can only eome to the eon-
elusion after very serious consideration
that the reason is because a Labour Govr-
ement happen to be responsible for
their introduction and in consequence
some credit was likely to accrue to us.
I regret that this view should be taken
of an important measure which would do
so muich for the benefit of the State which
we all desire to push forward.

lion. Fra nk Wilson:- You have no right
to express such a view.

The PREMIER: Some of these expres-
sions ma 'y not be pleasing to those who
have to listen to them, but it is my honest
belief and I am thoroughly convinced in
my own mind that at the bottom of this
measure it is opposition to the present
Governmenit and not opposition to the
principles contained in the Bill. If the
people are prepared to allow their rights
to be set aside. their welfare to he
neglected, the advancement of the State
to be stopped and the development of its
industries to be retarded by party
spleen, then I misunderstand the people.
I reg.ret exceedingly that we are called
upon in this Chamber to set aside a
measure -which is of such moment so far
as the south-western portion of the State
is concerned.

Mr. George: Are you charging the
party in this Chamber with spleen 9

The PREMIER13: No. I am niot hold-
ing hon. members opposite responsible
for the position. I believe that ever 'yone
of them recognises the seriousness of it
and appreciates the danger of permitting
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this sort of thing to proceed further on
the lines suggested by the Council, but I
claim that in another place there has dur-
ing recent mouths been evolved a party
spirit which will not do credit to that
Chamber where it is so frequently
claimed that the House is non-party.

Mr. George: Where is party spirit
when the good of the people is con-
cernedl

The PREMIER: That is what 1 am
asking. Will the people tolerate the in-
troduction of a party spirit when it
means so much to the development of
our industries and from the point of
view of the interests of the whole State?
We have so far made marvellous pro-
gress inl the development of our wheat
areas, but notwithstanding all that, we
have not wade progress in the develop-
ment of our dairying and root crop in-
dustries. We have a magnificent area
well suited for dairying, an area which
can successfully produce the commodi-
ties which we are importing from the
Eastern States in large quantities if such
a measure as this is passed. Whatever
may be the points of difference between
the two Chambers it has to be recognised
that the action of another place in send-
ing a message to this Chamber is an en-
deavour to place a wrong construction on
the Constitution Act and to rob this
Chamber of all the privileges given to it
by the Constitution and to use it as a
reason for setting aside this important
measure. I will not pursue this matter
further than to say that we will take
every opportunity to point out to the
p~eople that the Bill is being set aside not
owing to a dispute on matters contained
in the measure nor is it owing to a dis-
pute as to the methods to be
adopted in regard to its consideration,
hut it is because another place, in their
endeavour to defeat the measure, have
used it in anything but a straightforward
manner to show opposition to the Gov-
ernment. They requested the Assembly
to make 22 amendments of which number
this House declined to make only eight.
These were sent back for further con-
sideration and the Council did not give
at tittle of consideration to them from

the moment they received them but in-
sisted that everyone should be further
considered by this Chamber. They knew
full well from past experience that they
were not empowered to insist upon
amendments to a money Bill anid that
the proper course for them to adopt was
to seek a conference between the two
Chambers if they were desirous and anx-
ious that the Bill should become law.
They insisted on the amendments and we
sent back a respectfully worded message
that we were unable to deal wvith the
amendments which they had pressed.
They knew it was contrary to the Con-
stitution because on the last occasion
when a similar Bill was dealt with the
same issue arose and we informed an-
other Chamber that as -we were desirous
of the Bill becoming law we would set
aside our rights and privileges by con-
ferring in order to reach finality. Al-
though on this occasion we sent back a
message stating that there were difficul-
ties in the way when they pressed their
requests, yet in the face of that they de-
liberately with one intention and pur-
pose sent back a message stating that
they were unable to withdraw the mes-
sage sent which was tantamount to tell-
ing this House to set aside the Bill. They
'vere not prepared to consider it further
and we have n10 alternative than to agree
to the motion and make it clear that the
responsibility for the difficulty which has
arisen is due to the action of another
place, and to make it dlear also that they
were in full possession of the facts re-
garding the result of their action.

Mr. George: Do not you think that
interference with a large section of the
people is more important than the privi-
leges of either Chamber?

The PREMTIER: The bon. member
can take it that we have done our best.
Last session we were prepared to set
aside our rights and privileges in order
to arrive at finality, and evidently as
often as we do that, so often will an-
other place expect us to continue to do
SO.

Mr. Bolton: We have done it this
year.
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The PREIER: Yes, but we have
now arrived at the point that if we as
the House of Assembly, are to exist and
continue to exercise the privileges given
to us in the Constitution, we must face
the position by absolutely refusing to
further tolerate such an action and thus
must agree to the motion. I regret that
this should be of such a nature that it is
likely to be detrimental to the welfare of
a great number of our citizens and I
hope they will appreciate the posit ion
and recognise that so far as the Govern-
mnent are concerned wve have done our
best. We have submitted the Bill onl two
occasions to another place and onl both
occasions we have been unsuccessful. We
will suibmit it onl a third occasion, if
necessary, and go onl submitting it until
such time as die people recognise that
the one way of passing it is by reorgan-
ising another place. Until that time ar-
rives we will continue to press forward
a measure of this description. it the
meantime, notwithstanding the conse-
quences, which we very much regret, I
am compelled to ask the House to agree
to the motion submitted by the Minister
for Works.

Mr. WISDOM (Claremont): I must
confess that . so far as thie Bill is con-
cerned, I know very little about it, but
T am sorry to think that a measure which
apparently is acceptable to a majority of
both sides of both Houses. so far as its
provisions are concerned, should be made
the opportunity for a fight between the
two Houses. I should like to have seen
this measure discussed without party bias
whatever, because there are members on
both sides of both Houses who consider
that its main features are absolutely valu-
able and essential to a large district, and
to a large number of settlers. It seems
that the only difficulty in the way is the
question of the interpretation of Clause
46 of the Constitution Act. We know
that this qnestion has come uip repeatedly
for a number of years, and the settle-
ment of it has been put off over and over
again, and this House has accepted the
position of giving way in cases where the
main part of the BiUl would be saved by
agreeing to a comlpromise. Onl a question

such as this between the two Houses the
proper course would have been to submit
it to the Joint Houses Standing Orders
Committee, and try through that means
to settle it once and for all.

Mr. 'Underwood: What have the Joint
Houses Standing Order Committee to do
with it9

MNr. WISDOM~l: The other place, I be-
lieve, are perfectly prepared to agree to
a1 com promise.

Mr. M1-elowall: It is implossible, accord-
ing to their message.

Mr. %flSDOV1: I contend that the
message indicates that they are prepared
to compromise. The difficulty in the way
is that they interpret the Constitution
Act in such a nianner as to prohibit their
approaching this Chamber for a confer-
ence. On the other hand, this Chamber
considers that its interp~retation of the
Constitution Act prohibits it approaching
the Upper House for a conference. After
all, all legislation is a compromise, and it
seemns to me a pity that a Bill which is
admittedly valuable, and which is going
to have a far-reaching effect on a number
of settlers, and an important bearing on
the development of a large portion of
Western Australia, is going to he hung
up and( made useless through a question
inure or less of etiquette, which I think
oughit to he capable of compromise. On
other occasions this House has given way
where the main portion of a Bill has
been considered of such value that it
would be better to accept half a loaf than
no bread at all.

ifr. B. J. Stubbs:- A money Bill?7
Mfr. WISDOMT: What the Government

considered a Money Bill.
Mr. Foley: Why do not the Council

attempt to compromise?
Mr. WISDOM:- I have lust said thatt

the Council have refused to ask for a
conference because they consider-rightly*
or wrongly I am not p~repa red to say-
that they are not entitled to call for a
compromise uinder the Constitution Act.
This House, on the other hand-again
rightly or wrongly-takes a similar
stand. We on this side are not in a posi-
tion to call for a conference. There is a,
deadlock-
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Hon. WV. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
istser) : Not under the Constitution Act.

Mr. WISDOM: That is a question of
interpretation. I am not pretending to
argue a constitutional question. I am
only putting forward the phase that here
we have a Bill which is admittedly valu-
able, and which is going to confer a great
benefit, which will mean the increased de-
velopment of a large portion of the State,
and which will mean a great deal to
a large number of settlers in the State,
and the whole of the benefits to be de-
rived are to be set at nought and made
of no use, because we have a difference
of opinion between the two Houses.

Mr. Bolton: Not so.

Mr. WISDOM: I am trying to look at
it from an unbiassed point of view. I
am not prepared to argue the constitu-
tional. aspect against such authorities as
the Speaker and the Attorney General.
They may be right or they may be
wrong. On the other hand, the authori-
ties in the other place may be right or
wrong, but whether they are right or
wrong, I fail to see that it is a reason
for depriving a great portion of the State
and the settlers in it of the benefits to
which they are entitled under the Bill.
Therefore I merely want to find some way
out of it. I might be permitted to men-
tion an occurrence in the Boer-War, when
General Butler was fighting at the Tugela
River against .the Boers who were in a
very strong position. General Buller
had 45,000 well around him, and there
were also the military attaches of all the
foreign1 powers. When asked by a cor-
respondent, the German attache said it
would lake 160,000 men to Carry the
position. The French attache said that
it would take 200,000 men, and other
foreign attaches gave different opinions
as to the number of men it would re-
quire to carry the position, but the Am-
erican attache, when asked his opinion,
remarked "Ain't there some way around
this difficeulty?" Surely the united brains
of the two Rouses ought to be capable
of devising some means of getting out of
a difficulty of this sort, especially when
it means so much to the country and the
people concerned. Is it too late now to

refer this matter for -final settlement to
the Standing Orders Comnrittee9 After
all is said and done, the Standing Orders
Committee can only make a recommnenda-
tion, and report. It will lie with the
RHouse to either accept or reject that re-
port, and no harm will have been done.

A,.r. Bolton: But they said it was im-
possible for them to reconsider the mat ter..

Mr. WISDOM: I can assure this
House, on very good authority, that it is
not impossible.

Mir, Bolton: They have said that it is.
Mr. WISDOM1: I have some authority

for stating that it is not impossible. The
message indicates that a compromise is
possible. It indicates that if the House
asks for a conference it might be possible
to arrange this mnatter, but, leaving out
the message altog-ether, I can assure the
House, on good authority, that the Legis-
lathve Council are not taking an abso-
lutely uncompromising stand on this ques-
tion. A compromise is quite possible.

Mfr. McDowall: It has gone too far.
Mr. Bolton : They, have sworn to de-

feat the measure.
Mr. WISDOM: I think that is carry-

ing the matter to extremes. I do not be-
lieve that this is the ease at aill.

M)r. Foley: They realise how much it is
going to hurt.

Mr. WISDOM: I do not want to lab-
our the quest ion. I only wish to say there
is a possibility of both Houses saving
themselves 'by a compromise, and in that
way saving the main portions of the Bill.
If the Houses cannot agree, no harm will
have been dlone, but there has been given
a final opening for a compromise on the
matter. At any rate it will ]hen he pos-
sible for uts to state that we have taken
every step possible to give these people
the benefits they hoped to get uinder the
Bill. I trust si ncerely that no stone will
he left unturned, and' that any little sac-
rifice which we may be able to make will
be made in the hope of bringing about a
compromise.

M,1r. TERVEY (Swan) :Iam sur-
prised at the lion, member declaring
that this Chamber has not gone far en-
ough. The hon. member must recognise
that the Assembly went a good way in-
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deed, because when the Council, sent
down 26 amendments we accepted all but
nine, and of those nine six at any rate
contained one point-the beds of rivers
-and finall , there were only four mat-
ters on which there was a difference.
Yet we are told that the Assembly did
not go far enough. My reason for rising
is to emphasise the point that I hope the
people of the State will recognise that
hon. members in this House, in view of
the Speaker's ruling, have no alternative
but to carry the motion. You, Mr. Speak-
er, have pointed out to the House that it
would be unconstitutional if members did
otherwise. T further note, in the mes-
satge from the Council, that they there
say it is impossible for the Council to re-
consider their decision. Then of what
avail is it for this Chamber to send this
Message hack to the Council T,

Mr. Allen :. Do you think it ias worth
tryinrg 9

Mr. TURVEY : Of what avail is it
when they tell us that it is impossible
for the Council to rc-consider the ir M1-es-
sage? Again, hon. members opposite
have pointed out what a loss this means
to the settlers of the South-West, and I
want to emphasise the point, that this
is not a matter which affects the Southi-
West only;- it affects every citizen of West-
ern. Australia. We arc told time after time
that we are sending out of the State for
dairy products money to the value of
£1,L000 per dlay. and the only way to keep
that money in the State is by the very,
miethod proposed to be adopted under
this Bill, the establishment of irriga-
tion works in the South-IWest; so that I
repeat it is not a matter that vitally
affects those settlers in the South-West
onl 'y, and I hope the people of Western
Auqtralia will recognise who are to
blame and 6ive them their just desserts
when the time comes, I hav4e a very vivid
recollection that when this Bill was be-
fore another place on a previouis occa-
sion, when it was being referred to a
select committee, bon. members in that
Chamber distinctly stated that they
were supporting the reference to the
select committee in the hope that thje
select committee would kill the Bill.

The words of hon. members are on
record. That was the method that
they adopted at that time, and I further
have a vivid recollection of one hion. mein-
her, Sir Winthrop Hackett, appealing
to the members in that Chamber to drop
their partisan spirit and take a broad
national view of this matter. He de-
precated the party attitude that was
adopted, and he asked who was going to
attend the funeral when the Bill had
beeni dealt with by the select committee.
In view of this I think it is unnecessary
for this Chaatber to dwell any further
on this matter. The people of Western
A ustralia. I. hope, will recognise that this
Chamber has gone ats far as possible. We
have done all that is possible in order
to establish what we want in Western
Australia,-the dairying industry. It is
nO use people talking about the estab-
lisbhment of dairying industries and other
industries akin to it, unless we have
what is sought in the Bill, irrigation
works in the South-West. Let me say
further that it not only affects the estab-
lishment of irrigation works; it vitally
affects the interests of ervery settler who
hes land along the rivers.

Mr. Mal What about the motion 9

_Mr. TUIIVEY : This motion is for
the discharge of the Bill, and I am en-
deavonring to show that the Assembly
has done all that is possible. I trust hon.
members opposite will be fair and will
not attempt to make oLut that we in this
Chamber have not gone far enough. T
feel sure that the g-ood sense of the peo-
pie will prevail, and that -when the op-
portune time comes they will deal in an
effective manner with those who are re-
sponsible for the rejection of this Bill.

Question put and passed: the Bill
d ischbarged.

SILL-M1AINES REGULATION.

Council's Message-Mo1ney Bills
Procedure.

A Mfessage had been received from the
Council in the following terms:-"The
Legislative Council acquaints the Legisla-
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tive Assembly in reply to Message No. 45,
in reference to the Mines Regulation Bill,
that it presses its request for amendments
Nos. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 28, 29 and 30. That
it does not press its amendments Nos.
8, 16, 17, 18, and 24. That it does not
agree to the modification suggested by
the Legislative Assembly in Clause '.
That is agrees to the modification sug-
gested by the Legislative Assembly in
Clause 35, Subelause (15), paragraph
(b) (No. 11), and to the modification sug-
gested by the Legislative Assemubly in
Clause 35, Subelause (20) (No. 12)."

Mr. SPEAKER. The remarks which
1 made in regard to the Irrigation Bill
will apply with equal force to this
Bill. I ask that the order be dis-
charged from the Notice Paper on the
ground that the Council insists upon its
amendments. I do not intend to supple-
ment the remarks I have already made
in connection with the Irrigation Bill
except to say that there has been an
occasion in this House' when the Coun-
cit pressed its amendments and this
House resisted and sent a Message to the
Council similar to the Message which was
sent with the Irrigation Bill a few nights
ago. The M1essage on that occasion was
in respect to the Agricultural Bank Act
Amendment Bill, and the Council having
received the Assembly's Message point-
ing out that there was a difficulty in the
way of consideration by the Assembly
of a message in which a request was
pressed by the Council and requesting that
the Concil should further consider the
message. the Legislative Council immedi-
ately withdrew its amendment, with the
result that the Bill 'became law. I sug-
gest that the Minister shall take the same
action with regard to the Mines Regula-
tion Bill as has been taken in respect to
the Irrigation Bill.

The MITNISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
P. Collier) :In compliance with Mr.
Speaker's request, there is nothing left for
me to do but to move that the Bill he
dlischarged from the Notice Paper. It
would appear that the members of this
Assembly are to-night taking part in a
sort of funeral procession, inasmuch as
Bill after Bill of an important nature

seems to find its way into the waste paper
basket, I have to express my very deep
rep'et that we have not been successful
in placing on the statute book an amended
Mlines Regulation Act. In common withi
the Bill which has just preceded it, this
measure has occupied the .attention of
Parliament for very many months. It
has taken up a great deal of time of
members of this House, and has givenx
them muclh serious thought. In moving
this motion I desire also to place on re-
cord the fact that this Bill is being lost
because of what I consider the most un-
reasonable attitude assumed by anotherT
place. We recognise that in all legislation
there must be compromise, and appreciat-
ing that fact when the amendments sent
forward by another place were under con-
sideration by this Chamber, and realising
that if we were to get a workable meas-
tire placed on the statute-book it was
essential that we should have a Spirit o'f
give and take on each side-

Mr. George: There has not been much
on the frrigtion Bill.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member may be grieved about the
Irrigation Bill, as he is justified in bein,
but I do not wish to open up the argu-
ment by repeatingq that the loss of that
Bill is not due to this Chamber. Recognis-

r.;:r I did the neessity for a spirit of
complromnise, I accepted a greater portion
of amendments than perhaps I was justi-
fied iii accepting and certainly more than
has been accepted in any other Bill sent
back to this Chamber. Nearly all the main
principles of the Bill with one or two ex-
ceptions had been cut out by another
place, yet we accepted the amendments,
and nuw that the Legislative Council hare
insisted on nearly the whole of tlhe re-
maining amendments I am at a loss to
iinderstand why the Bill was allowed to
pass its second reading. If I may be
allowed to say so, in view of the fact that
nearly the whole of the important pro-
visions of the Bill were struck oat iut
Committee and amendments inserted
which made the Bill identical with the
existing Act, it was nothing more than a
bit of hypocritical humbug to pass the
second reading without a division. If it
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was thought that the Mines Regulation
Act did not need amendment, there was
no necessity to agree to the second reading
of an amending Bill, but the very fact of
the Bill passing its second reading with-
out a division in another place might
well be assumecd to be evidence that in the
opinion of hfembers there was a necessity
for an amendment of the existing Act.

11r. George: How does this become a
Mloney Bill?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
not going to decide how it is; that is
rather a belated question, but it is a
Money Bill. I was pointing out that
another place seemed to admit that there
was a necessity for the amendment of the
Act by agreeing to the second reading
of the Bill, but in Committee all the im-
portant provisions were struck out and
clauses word for word identical with the
existing Act were inserted.

Mfr. E. B. Johnston: To suit the Cham-
ber of Mines.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There
is no shadow of doubt that if ever
that House exhibited itself in a
purely bitter partisan -spirit it has
done so in connection with this Hill,
and every desire of the Chamber of
Mines was embodied iii the amendments
in Committee. Even whilst striking out
all the provisions affecting the men em-
ployed on a mine, the members of another
place went so far as to strike out the
clause requiring those gentlemen who gave
them their instructions to have certificates
before taking charge of mines. In this
connection I wish to say that the discus-
sion in another place was characterised
by a most extraordinary ignorance of the
Bill itself. We had one of the leading
oppionents of the measure; who, by the
way, knew nothing at all about it, char-
acterising some of the amendments in
language which to one having a knowledge
of the facts and circumstances was, to
say the least, extraordinary. Even yes-
terday, after the Bill had been before
them for three months, one member who
took a leading part in insisting on the
Council's amendments evidently had not
yet read the Bill, because hie (Mr. Cullen)
said that to place workmen's inspectors

on all fours with the Government in-
spectors was a monstrous provision.

Mr. O'Loghlen: You would not expect
anything else of Mary Ann.

M)r. SPEAKEUR: Order!
Hon. Frank Wilson interjected.

The MINIST ER FOR 12i TNES: The
hon. member should have awakened be-
fore to the question as to whether it
could be discussed. We were discussing
the Irrigation Bill for the past two or
three hours, and while it was quite the
correct thing that lion. mnembers opposite
should get up one afier another and
plead for men suffering through the loss
of the Irrigation Bill, evidently we are
not to be permitted to take up five
minutes talking about a Bill wvhich aff-ects.
niot property perhlaps, but the lives of
thousands of men engaged in the industry.
The hon, member I previously referred to
suaid, in dealing with the clause of the Bill
-relating to workmen's inspectors, that it
was monstrous to place them on the same
footing as Government inspectors. That
was an exstraordinafry statement having
regard to the fact that the clause did not
confer the piowers on workmen's inspec-
tors which it was sought to confer on the
district inspectors. After all, it seems to
me that the Opposition was led by an hon.
member who has ceased to be longer in-
terested in the goldfields, an bon. member
who received his political birth from the
Eastern Groldflelds and has represen tea
that part for a period of 10 or 12 years,
and wvho has now packed his political
carpet hag and labelled it "Central Pro-
vinice." It seems to me the last: thing in
the way of political apostasy that has
ever taken place in this State.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Disgraceful.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order ! The motion

is that the Bill be discharged from the
Notice Paper for certain reasons, namely,
because amendments insisted upon are
Contrary to the spirit of the Constitution.
I hope we will not have the same discus-
sion as occurred on the Irrigation "Bill,
when T had to allow latitude in fairness
to members because T had permitted a
departure from the motion in one in-
stance.
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The MNIST1ER FOR MINES: I am
desirous of keeping within the Standing
Onilers and of submitting to your ruling,
Mr. Speaker, but I hope I will not be
unnecessarily curtailed in the few re-
marks I wish to make and T hope to he
allowed to have a little of the scope ex-
tended to members during the discussion
on the measure which preceded this one.
I do not wish to say anything more severe
than circustancees warrant. I realise I
should be entirely out of order if I were
to permit myself to fully express the
views I hold regarding the action of cer-
tain hion. members of another place in
connection with this Bill, and I will not
Jpursite that line of argumient any further,
except, if I may he allowed to say so,
that there are settlers in the Geraldton
district, and that there are miners also
in the province, there are settlers in the
goldfields province, and there are miners
there too, and I would like to warn those
of the Central Province who are going to
he invited in a certain direction shortly,
to remember the betrayal the settlers and
nunerg hove received in the Eastern Gold-
fields.

MN-r. SPE,'AKER: Order ! The hon.
member must not make these remarks.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I shall
refrain from pursuig that line of argu-
ment. I have managed to say a word or
two that I was anxious to say and it seems
to be futile to pu-rsuze the subject. May
T he allowed to emphasise the fact in re-
gard to this Bill that T had accepted the
amendments made by another place, strik-
ing out practically all the main principles
which it contained; the clause which pro-
vided for limitation of the height of
stopes was struck out by the Legislative
Council, and the amendment Was accepted
by the Government; the clause that made
it a hard and fast rule that there should
be two passageways in every mine was
amended by another place a nd accepted
by this Chamber; the amendment which
struck out the 44-hour week and inserted
48 hours was also accepted by this Cham-
her, the provision which sought to abolish
the night shift-a very important prin-
ciple in the Bill so far as the Government
are concerned-was deleted in another

place and the amendment was also ac-
cepted by the Government; the clause
which sought to prohibit contracting in
mines in the future was struck out and
the amendment was accepted by this
Chamber. This House in a spirit of
rcasonahle compromise accepted some 16
important amendments made by another
place and rejected another five or six;
practically three-fourths of the amend-
ments made were accepted and the only
one I insisted upon which I regard as
important was that which provided for
the appointment of workmen's inspectors.

Mr. George: Conid not you pass that
over and get the benefits of this big Bill?

The MINISTER FOR 'MINES: I had
nothing else left. All the rest was struck
out;- the Bill was disemboweUed and
emasculated to such an extent that there
is nothingt left. The only other feature
T stood to retain that was worth having
was 'in connection with workmen's in-
spectors and there again they wanted
their full pound of flesh end struck it
out also.

MUr. George: Was there nothing good
in the Bill besides; these itemns?

The 3\ITNISTEIR FOR MINES: It was
a consolidating- Bill as, well as an amend-
ing 'Bill, so although the Bill wvas very
hullc hiere was nothing else left because
the other features were in the existing
Act. The only one T was insisting on as
important from my point of view was
that for the appointment of workmen's
inspectors, and it has been struck out
also and the provision as it exists in the
present Act was reinserted in this place.
I can onily' in conclusion express my very
great regret that this as, well as many
other Bills of importance have been lost
this session, and I believe that in a few
hours;' time when the doors o# this House
close on the present session it will he
found that we have established in this
session of Parliamnent an absolute record
in the way of the wreckage of big and
important measures submitted to another
place.

Mr. FOLEY (Leonora) : With the
'Minister I reeret that this measure has
to be discharged from the Notice Paper.
Of course we have to give reasons on
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constitutional points, but 1 wish to say
the passing out of this measure affects
to a greater extent those working in that
particular industry than any Bill that
has been discharged from the Notice
Paper during this session, One of the
main points why so much injury will
be done to the men working in that in-
dustry is the fact of the other place not
making the amendments which the popu-
tar Chamber wished to have made in con-
nection with workmen's inspectors. When
some measures are being discussed that
may affect men in a different part of the
State, I am surprised to hear several
hon. members of this Chamber rise in their
seats and say we should not be actuated
on party lines. So far as the Mines
Regulation Bill is concerned, it was quite
different.

Air. SPEAKER: We are not discuss-
ing the Mines Regniation Bill, The mo-
tion is that the Bill be discharged from
the Notice Paper. [ do not want a re-
view of the whole Bill again, I want the
hon. member to discuss the motion that
the Bill be discharged from the Notice

Paper. A review of the Bill or a his-
tory of the passage of the Bill throu,-h
either House is not in order.

Mr. FOLEY: I have no wish to flout
your ruling in the matter, Mr. Speaker,
but in speaking to the motion that this
Bill be discharged from the Notice
Paper, I may say great harm is going to
be done to many miners in this State.
Many miners at the present time are
walking the streets of Perth, they, are
walking the streets and roads of this
State, almost dying because Bills such
as this have to be discharged from the
Notice Paper, because sufificient consid-
eration is not lbeing given to their cause
in our legislative halls. When we see
men who a few years ago were bright,
strong, healthy men in the prime of life
with no work too hard for them and .in
job too big for them to take on, -when we
see them. walkinug about as physical
wrecks, would one wonder that anyone
might speak feelingly oil a question such
as this of the discharge of a Bill from
the Notice Paper which would give to
the miners of this State through one

clause especially, the proper inspection
of mines by men who know their work.
I say it is at the doors of the gentlemen
who opposed it that we can lay the fact
that these meji are in the condition they
are in at the present time. We can lay
this fact at their door, that with the pro-
per inspection of mines such as the Bill
we are going to discharge from the
Notice Paper would give, the mines
would be kept in a healthy state. The
inspectors in the Bill we are now clis-
cussilg -

Mr. SPEAKER : Order! The Bill is
not under discussion.

.Mr. FOLEY: The Bill we propose to
discharge from the Notice Paper pro-
vided that in the inspection of these
mines the health of those working in the
mines should he given consideration. If
an inspector goes into a mine andI he
wishes to see if the men are working un-
der healthful conditions, he will see that
these uien are working in a manner to he
conducive to good health.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Will the
hon. member take his scat. The honj.
member made this speceh on the second
rending of the Bill. I ask the hon. mem-
ber to discuss the motion before the
Honse. If lie does not do so I will have
to ask him to discontinue his remarks.

Air. FOLEY: Every time you have
called me to order I have toppcd- I
have said T dlid not think youi were going
to anticipate aniything I nig~ht he going
to say.

Mr. SPEAKER: The lion. member
is not justified in discussing my remarks.
He must content hjmuself with dliscussing
the motion that- the Bill be discharged.
I do not want a general review of the
provisions oif the Bill. 110 matter how it
may affect the illiers. I have called the
hon. member to order three times. I will
not call him to order much longer.

MAr. FOLEY: I want to ask you, A{r.
Speaker. mnay J compare the conditions
under which the miners are working at
the present time and the Conditions On-
der which they wouild work if this Bill
were not discharged, with the conditions
of the farmers who would have been at.
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feeted by that Bill which we have already
discharged?

Mvr. SPEAKER: No, the hon. miem-
ber will not be in order. The motion is
that the Bill be discharged because of
certain reasons, namely, that the insist-
ence on amendments biy the Legislative
Council is contrary to the Constitution
Act.

M\r. FOLEY: Well, we wvill let it go
at that.

Plon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex) : I
ani rather surprised at the attitude the
flovernment seem inclined to take uip at
this late hour of the session in regard
to these important measures. Thi is

the second Bill jo-night which we are
asked to discharge from the Notice Paper
because of your ruling in regard to
certain pressed amendments from an-
other plac~e; and the Minister, in travers-
ing the position, certainly went very
much beyond his latitude in explaining
again ,"hat an enormity it N-as for the
other Chiamber to insist upon aniend-
mnents which would interfere with the
appointment of workmen's inspectors.
First of all I wish respectfully to take
exception to the continued attitude that
anyv Bill which may have any cost in the
future occasioned through a clause of
that Bill should be classed as a money
Bill. I have looked through this Mines
Regulation Bill and from begining to
end it appears to nic to he nothing but
a machinery Bill, It certainly provides
for certain inspectors, but it does not
make any appropriation for the remuner-
ation of those inspectors, although we
knowv they must he paid sooner or later
by q vote of this House when passing the
Estimates. But as such I claim that if
this is a money Bill, every* measure we
have introduced in this House or another
place can be classed in the same cate-
gory. Every' Bill has expenditure at-
tached to it in its administration, and
every Bill must have due provision made
for its administration when the Esti-
mates are before Parliament. The Min-
ister. I think. 'vent out of his wvay to un-
duly criticise by' name hon. members of
the Leislative Council. For 17 years
past T have alwvays understood that we

were not entitled to criticise individual
members of another place in their actio~t
in regard to legislation, and I maintain
without going into the merits or demerits
of the position, without going into the
complaints which have fallen from the
Minister for Mines this evening with re-
gard to the action of these hon. members,
that the other Chamber is just as much
entitled to deal with a Bill of this de-
scription in all its different phases as
are we ourselves as members of the As-
semubly. It seems to me outrageous to dis-
pute their rig-hts or threaten them with
pains and lpenalities because they have
taken tip this attitude. The Minister
surely is going out of his way when he
threatens certain hon. members with the
result of the next election.

The Minister for Mines :I never
mentioned it.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Who cares
twopence about his threats I

The Minister for Mines : 1 never men
tioned it.

Ron. FRANK WILSON :t He men-
tioned Mr. Connally. and how he was
going to pack his bag and go somewhere
else because the miners would vote
against him.

The Minister for Mines : I did not
mention him.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : It is as
plain as a pikestaff that the Minister's
remarks wvere in that direction. I take
exception to them. There are objections
to this measure which were pointed out
on the second reading, and because hon.
members in another place have insisted
upon certain amendments-

The Minister for Mines Every one
of them.

Hon. FRANK WILSON :The Minis-
ter is not justified in taking the attitude
that he will discharge the Bill from the
Notice. Paper. If he takes up that at-
titude he must accept the responsibility
for the loss of the measure.

Mr. Mepowall :There is nothing to
lose.

Ron. FRANK WILSON : Then why
make all the bother about it? Let
it go. Why not state right out*
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that that is the one and oniy clause,
an d that because the internals of
fthe provision have been taken ouit
of it he does not propose to persist
any further with the Bill 9 Certain
amendments have been made which have
to an, extent brought the Bill back to
the original law of the land in regard to
the regulation of our mines; so I gather
from the Minister; but the bulk of the
Bill remains as he drafted it. A very
large portion of it remains. Why aban-
don his consolidating measure in its en-
tirety because lie cannot get all hie
wants I

The Minister for Mtines : Because it
gives me nothing more than I have in the
existing Act.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: And hie
gets uip here and reviles another place
and threatens them wvith what is going
to happen. 1 am sick and tired of listen-
ing to these bellicose ntterances of honk.
members opposite. We had them on the
R-ights in Water and Irrigation Bill as to
what is going to happen when hon. memn-
bers take the hustings. Let them take
the iistings and say what they are going
to say on the public platform.

Thie Minister fur Alines : Are von
chamipioning the Council I

Hon. FRANK WILSON : I championi
the amendments which 1. moved in the
Bill.

The Minister for Mlines : Come up on
the fields and champion the Council.

Hon. FP'RAM( WI.LSON : I will go
an ,ywhere with von. One would think
I had never been on the fields. Of course,
if the Minister organised a nieeting in
Hannan-street against mne lie would call
it an outburst of public feeling; but I
guaraintee that if I can get a hearing
1 will discuss this RBill with him. and not
only that, hit wvilicuss his adminis-
trationii and that of his colleagues in suc-h
a A av that lie wvill not like.

The Minister for Mines Come upi
you will get a hearing.

Hon. FRAN-\K WILSON: The general
elections are coming- along and there will

then be every opp)ortunaity for hon. mem-
bers; buit they must get up in this Cham-
ber and revile another place, because in
their judg-ment members of another place
have treated this legislation as they
thought right in the interests of the
peolple. Surely we can agree to allow
them to have their on-n opinions, even
if they do not coincide with ours.

MNr. Foley: it is only the opinion of
about ten mnen-he Chamber of Mtines.
That is a.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: That is oin
a par with 1he Minister's exp~ressionis.
The hon. member cannot see beyond his,
trades union. He cannot see that any-
one else has any rights in connection wvith
the mining indunstry, notwithstanding the
millions of capital invested in it. He
cannot see that anyone is justified in ad-
vancing ani opinion opposed to what he
and his followers consider is desirable
in the interests of their members.

Mr. Foleyv: You stated once that it
would not matter if the mining industr~y
was ehucked into the sea.

lion. FRANK WILS ON: I never
made such a remiark in my life. The hon.
member is inilaken, absolutely. f have
always recogInised the value of the mnining
industry oii every occasion, and do so
still. That is the industry which hoii.
members and others like him are trying
to kill to-night. 1 want to see it revived
in Western Australia.

Mr. SPfl AKER: The hon. member is
going wide of the question.

H-on. WV. C. Augwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : Better let it go than have the men
killed.

Hon. FRANK WVLSON:- I admit we
are somewhat off the tr-ack. I do not
wish to prolong the debate; I want to
take exception to the Bill being- die-
chiarged onl such trivial grouinds as have:
been put forward by t~e 3hinister.

M1r. HARPER (Pi ngelly) : There is no
juistification whatever for discharging the
Bill.

Mr. SPRER: Order! I have already
said that the Bill should be dischargzed
becaulse the pressing of the amendments
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by the Council is contrary to Section 46
of the Constitution Act. It is a violation
of the liberties and privileges oX the
House. The hon. member must move that
my ruling be disagreed with before lie can
discuss it in that manner.

MIr. HARPER:. I must try to put the
train of my speech in another direction.
I do not think there are sufficient reasons
for the Minister disagreeing with the
amendments made by another place, be-
cause all he has taken exception to is that
concerning the workmen's inspectors.
That is not sufficient. It is easy to get
over that by appointing those inspectors
permanently.

The Mlinister for Mines: Which in-
speceors?

Mr. HARPER: Those workmen's in-
spectors.

r.SPEAKER.: The lion. member is
discussing the Bill.

The Mlinister for M1-ines: It is a pretty
hard task to keep off it.

Mr. HARUPER: The Minister discussed
the Bill.

Mr. SPEAKER : Order ! The Minister
did discuss it to some extent, but I do
niot wvent that practice to continue. T
allowed the leader of the Opposition to
reply to the 'Minister's remarks so that
1 might be scrupulously fair, but I can-
not allow the discussion to continue on
these lines without end.

Mr. HARPER: I do not want to con-
tinue the discussion, hut I was going to
point an easy way out of the difficulty as
far as workmen's inspectors are con-
cerned.

MAr. SPEAKER: The Bill is not the
subject uinder discussion.

]%r. Georg-e: On a point of order;
would it be possible to move that 'your
ruling be disagreed with, and then dis-
cuss the points at issue9

Mr. SPEAKER: ATv ruling should
havebeendisgreed to long ago if such

a motion was to be made at all. This is
not the time. T gave my ruling two hours
ago.

Mr. George: It it not permissible to
move an amendment at any timel

Mr. SPEAKER: Not to my ruling.
Before any further discussion takes place

I want to make the position clear. On
both of these Bills several hon, members
have -taken more than a fair amount of
latitude. I allowed it in consideration of
the positions of those hon. mein-
hers who are affected, bitt I -will
not allow it any further during the
discussion of this motion. The mo-
tion is that the Bill be discharged from
the Notice Paper on the ground that the
pressing of amendments by the Upper
House is contrary to Section 46 of the
Constitution Act.

Mr, MTULLANY (Menzies) : In coin-
mna with the Minister and other speakers
I sincerely regret the loss of this Bill and
1 am extremely sorry that in connection
with the matter there has been such a
burst of laughter throughout the Chamber.
As a mining member I know wrhat this
Bill means to. the industry and to the mcii
employed in it, aiid I cannot by any
stretch of imagination bring in any
thoughit of laughter when discussing th is
Bill which has been rejected through the
aetion of another Chamber. Whilst I
regret the ]oss of the Sill in its original
form, I cannot say that T feel any regret
ait you, Sir, having felt yourself called
upon to ask for a motion for the Bill in
be discharged. In its present hopelessly
muitilated state it would not be of any
benefit to those in whose interests it was
originally framned. I intend to, if possi-
ble, keel) within the Standing Orders
while discussing the motion, but I will
probably find it difficult to do so, and
at the same time to express anything like
my feelings towards those members of
another place who have brought this posi-
tion about. It is an insult to the intelli-
gence of members of this Assembly that
another place should discuss such a Bill
after having passed the second reading
knowing perfectly well that they had no
intention of allowing any benefit to ac-
crue to the men in the mining industry as
a reslt of their discussion. The shape
in which this Bill now comes back to the
Assembly is exactly the same as the Mines
Regulation Act which is already law, and
I would like to ask why bon. members
in another p~lace took upon themselves
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the onus of passing the second reading
when they-

Mir. SPEAKER: Thle hon. member can-
not discuss that.

Air. MULLANY:. Very well, I will
endeavour to lake another track. The
leader of the Opposition in discussing the
motion, stated that the Minister was in-
considerate or that he had no desire to
meet another Chamber in any spirit of
compromise, because if hie had agreed to
thle amendments nearly the whole of the
law would be left as it stands at present.
Certainly the bon. member was correct in
that statement, but if he intended to be
exactly fair he should have pointed oit
that the greater portion of the Bill bad
been merely transferred from the existing
Act. Consequently while thle leader of
the Opposition was correct in his state-
ment so far as it went, it does not apply
to the additions or amendments which re-
presentatives of the mining industry de-
sired to have enacted. Therefore I claimn
that another place has deleted anything
which the Bill contained of any possible
value to the industry. There has been
some discussion regarding the Trrigation
Bill and J do not intend to speak on that .
but I could not fail to be struck by the
attitude of the member for Murray-Well-
ingtoii in his sorrow which was expressed
not only in his Lace hut in every word
he uittered when he discovered that
through the action of another place the
Bill had been lost. He said that the loss
of the Irrigation Bill meant the loss of
livelihood to many settlers-

MAr. SPEAKER: Order!
Air. MULLANY: I want to say that

the loss of this Bill--
Mr. SPEAKER.: Order!
Mr. MIJLLAIWY: I have finished en-

tirely with that..
Nfr. SPEKER:1 The hon. member is

not in order; hie must discuss the mnotion.
Mr. MIULLANY: it is extremely dif-

ficult to discuss the motion while de-
siring to say something else which I air
not allowed to say, but 1 wish to express
my sincere regret at the action of the
Legislative Council and thle loss of this
Bill.

Mr. GEORGE (Mfurray-Wellington):-
While I sincerely regret that there is troui-
ble over this particular Bill, 1 am more
concerned with what I think is a consti-
tutionsi point. You, Sir, in dealing with
this Bill have not repeated your decision),
but have referrfed to the decision given
in connection with another Bill, and, so
far as 1 call judge, Section 46 of the Con-
stitution Act deals with money Bills and
money Bills only. The only point that
really deals with money in this Bill is
the fact that iisp.-ectors have to be ap-
pointed.

The Minister for Mines: Are you die-
pitting the Speaker's ruling?

Mr. GEORGE. Cannot the Minister
k-cop quiet?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! There is no
doubt that this is a money Bill. The
proof is that the Bill was introduced by
a Message and that a 'Message was necs-
sary.

Mr. GEORGE:. 1 am not going to dis-
piLe that, but I wish to point out what
may occur unless means are adopted in
future to facilitate the business of the
House. This Bill was introduced by a
message, but this simply shows that some-
one or other in charge of the Bill con-
sidered that it. was a money Bill. The only
vestige of evidence I can find to give it
any claim to being a money Bill is the fact
that there is provision for the aptpoini-
meift of inslpectors, and that some appro-
priation in a further measure must be
made for the salaries of these inspectors.
t do not dispute your ruling, Sir. but I
want to point 0111 the danger we will ex-
perience unless means are adopted to ob-
viate this difficulty of having legislation
discussed for a considerable length of time
and then thrown into the waste paper
basket. During the recess we should try
to find a remedy for such eases instead
of agugravating the disease.

The Minister for Mines: Yes, look into
it during the recess.

Mr. GEORGE: If ] thought the Min-
ister could be serious I would thank him
for his remark. Both Houses are ap-
pointed by the country to discuss the
business of the country and if deadlocks
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occur and prevent reforms which the
country needs, it is for both Houses by
means of their advisers to seek to obviate
these dead-locks. This is all I rose to
state. The Speaker has told us that this
Bill originaled -with a message, and but
for that fact I think it would have been
fair to debate as to whether this could
he called a money Bill.

The Minister for Mines: You have gone'
longer than most of them without being
ruled out.

Mr. GEORGE: I think I have kept
within the Standing Orders and the
Speaker is the best judge.

Question put and passed; Bill dis-

charged.

BTLL,-ILLICI.T SALE OF ITQUOR..

Councils Amendments.
IBill returned from the Legislative

Council with four amendments which
were now considered.

In committee.
Mr. AleDowall. in the Chair; the At-

torney General in charge of the Bill.
No. 1.-Clauise 9, Add a new subelause

lo stand as Subelause 2 as follows :-(2)
On the hearing of a complaint uinder this
section proof of the service uipon the
person charged with the offence (or, if
such person is a licensee, upon a servant
of such licensee employed on the licensed
premises) before the alleged offence of
notice in writing signed by a police officer
that a person therein named was on a
date therein stated convicted of unlaw-
fully dealing in liquor, shall be prima
facie evidence of the knowledge of the
person charged with the offence that the
person named in the notice had heen con-
victed of unlawfully dealing in liquor:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This
would add force to what had- already been
approved of. He mnoved-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Qu~estion passed; the Council's amend-

ment agreed to.
No. 2.-Amendment of Clause 9:
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This

was a further amendment to Clause 9. it

was a new subelause to stand as Sub-
clause 3 as follows:-

The production of a copy of a notice
under this section, with an endorsement
setting forth the day, place, and mode
of service, shall be prima facie evidence
of such service, and the signature to
such endorsement shall be prima facie
evidence that the endorsement was
signed by the person whose signature
it purports to he.

He moved-
That the amendment be agreed to.

Question passed; the Council's amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 3 .- Strike out Clause 15:
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The

Legislative Council struck out Clause 15
from the original Bill which we sent then4
The matter dealt with Australian wine
licenses in the old Bill; and the Council
struck out the clause and substituted a
series of clauses which would he referred
to latter on. He moved-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question passed; the Council's amend-

inent agreed to.
No. 4.-New clauses:
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The

Legislative Council proposed to add six
new clauses to stand as Clauses 15 to 20
inclusive. They were as follows--

15. Section twenty-seven of the
Licensing Act 1011 is hereby amended
by inserting between the eighth and
ninth lines the words- (ee) Australian
Wine Bottle License.

16. The Licensing Act 1011 is here-
'by amended by inserting a new clause
after Section thirty-two of that Act as
follows:- (32a) An Australian Wine
Bottle License shall, subject to the
provisions of the Licensing Act 1911,
authorise the licensee to sell and dis-
pose of on the premises named in the
license, any wine made in a State of
the Commonwealth produced from fruit
grown in the Commonwealth in any
quantity of not less than one -reputed
pint not to be drunk on the premises
in which such liquor is sold.

17. Section seventy-two of the Li-
censing Act, 1911, is hereby amnended
by adding after the ward "license," in
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the sixth line thereof, the words "or an
Australian wine bottle license"

18. The Second Schedule of the Li-
censing Act, 1911, is amended by ad-
ding between the forms of Australian
Wine License and Packet License the
following form :-Thie Licensing Act,
1911. Australian Wine Bottle License.
Whereas the Licensing Court for the
Licensing District of
at a sitting held on the day
of , 19 , by its Certi-
ficate dated the day of

,19 , autborised the issue
to ofP
of an Australian Wine Bottle License
for the sale of wine made in any State
of the Commonwealth, for certain pre-
mises, situated at
And whereas the said
has paid the sum of £ as the fee
for the said license. Now it is hereby
declared that the said is
licensed to sell wine made in any State
of the Commnonwealth, the produce of
fruit grown iii the Commonwealth of
Australia on the said premises, uinder
and subject to the provisions of the
Licensing Act, 1913, and the Illicit,
Sale of Liquor Act, 1913. The license
to commence on the day of Y
19 , and continue until the 31st of
December, 19 . if not forfeited in the
meantime. Dated this day
of ,19 . Receiver ofi
Revenue-

19. No Australian wine license shall
be granted or renewed after the 31st
day of January, 1915, that, is for the
year ending the 31st day of December,
1935, except in respect of premnises-
(a.) used for the sale of Australian
wine, and in which no goods of any
other kfind, except aerated waters,
cigars, cigarettes end tobacco, are sold,
or offered or exhibited for sale or ap-
parently for sale; or (b,) certified in
writing by the chairman of the Licens-
ing Court to he a restaurant in which
cooked meals were served.

20. All proceedings upon a sum-
mons or arrest under this Act shall be
beard and determined before and by
a Police or Resident Magstrate.

Although they were not exactly what lie
wished, they were amendments in the
direction he desired. As it was too late
in the session to fight the matter he would
move-

That the amendments be agreed to.
Question passed; the Council's amend-

ments agreed to.
Resolutions reported, the report ad-

opted, and a Messae accordingly re-
turned to the Legislative Council.

BILL - BILLS OF SALE ACT
AMENMENT.

Couue-Wts Message.

Message received from the Legislative
Council notifying that it insisted on its
amendment No. 4, but did not insist on
amendments 6, 8, and 9, and in conse-
quence of the rejection of amendment
No. 6 of the Legislative Council, the Leg-
islative Council had made a further
amendment as follows :-Thsert a new
clause to stand as Clause 19 as follows:-
"In the event of the grantee of a Bill of
Sale exercising his power of sale the fol-
lowing personal chattels shall be exempt
from seizure and sale, viz. :-Wearing
apparel of the grantor of the value of
£C5 and of his wife of the value of £C5,
and of his family of the value of £2 for
each member thereof dependent on him;
bedding of the value of £10, and an ad-
ditional sumn of £1 for each member of
his family depending on him, implements
of trade of the value of £5, family photo-
graphs and portraits.

[-A Committee.
'Ar. MeDfowall in the Chair, the Attor-

ney General in charge of the Bill.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL- The

amendment referred to that portion of
the Bill exempting wages from the opera-
tions of the measure upon the realisation
of a bill of sale, similarly to what was
done in the ease of bankruptcy. The
Legislative Council wished to substitute
another clause which might be an addi-
tion to what the Assembly had provided
for in the Bill. The amendment which
the Legislative Council proposed un-
fortunately did not touch a large number
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of our workers in this country who bad
not families. He regarded the matter as
vital, and therefore he moved-

That the amendoent be not agreed
to.

Question passed; the Council's amend-
ment not agreed to.

Resolution reported. the relport ad-
opted, and Message accordingly returned
to the Legislative Council.

BILL-GAME ACT AM[ENDiMENT.
Message from the Legislative Council

received notifying that the amendments
made by the Legislative Assembly had
been agreed to.

DISCHARGE OF ORDERS.

On motion by the Premier (Hon. J.
Scaddan) the following orders of the
.Day were discharged:

1, Rottnest Island State Hotel Bill
(second rending).

2, Leave for Members to attend Select
Committee of Legislative Council. (Con-
sideration of message.)

3, Report of Select Committee on the
retirement of Captain Hare. (Considera-
tion of Council's message.)

4, Land Act Amendment Bill (second
rea d ing. )

5. Extension of Goldfields Water Sup-
ply to Toodyny townsite and assessment
tif adjacent lands-Papers re. (Ad-
journed debate on motion by M,%r. A. N.
Piesse.)

6, Crown Leaseholders iii Eastern Agri-
cultural Area-Select Committee on
financial distress among. (Adjourned
debate on motion by MrT. A. N. Piesse.)

7. Special Department for control of
the North-West- Creation of. (Ad-
journed debate on motion by Mr, Oar-
diner.)

3, Government use of Collie Coal-Ap-
pointaient of Royal Commission on.
(Adjourned debate on motion by Mr.
A. A. Wilson.)

9, Wagin-Dnmbleyung railway-East-
ern extension of. (Adjourned debate on
motion by M~r. S. Stubbs,)

10, Dairy cows affected with tuberen-
losis-Return re. (Adjourned debate on
motion by MLr. Lander.)

11, Vermin Board. Amendment Bill
(second reading).

12, Lease of Balla Balla jetty to Whim
Creek Company-Cancllatiou of. (Ad-
journed debate on motion by Mr. Gard-
iner.)

13, Extension of Fremantle harbour-
Appointment of Royal Commission to in-
quire into. (Adjourned debate on mo-
tion by M1r. Carpenter.)

14, Perth sewerage scheme-Appoint-
mnent of Select Committee to inquire into.
(Adjourned debate on motion by Mr.
Lander.)

1.5, Dismissal of Warders from Fre-
mantle gaol-Papers re. (Adjourned de-
bate on motion by M-r. Carpenter.)

1(1, Claremont Hospital for Insane and
Inebriates- Sdlect Committee to inquire
into management of. (Adjourned debate
on motion by M1r. Gill.)

17, Appropriation of portion of King's
Park reserve as site for University build-
i ngs. (Adjourned debate on motion by
NMr. Dwyer.)

13. Abolition of Private Labour Bu-
reaux-Desirabilitr of. (Adjourned de-

-bate on motion by Mir. Green.)
19? Interpretation Act Amendment Bill

(second reading).
20.1 Petition for introduction of an Ac-

countancyv Bill (to be considered).

BTLL,-CRTMI1NAL CODE COM-
PILATION.

Returned from the Liegislative Council
without amendment.

BILL-ELECTORAL, DISTRICTS.
Council's Amendments.

Returned from the Legisltvq oni

'with seven amendments which were now
considered.

In Committee.

'Mr. Holman in the Chair; the Attorney
General in charge of the Bill.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
amendments were as follow:-
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No. 1, Clause 4, line 5-After the
word "Roebourne"l insert the word
"0 ascoyno":;

This would restore Gascoyvne to the
Nrorth-W~est constituencies.

No. 2, Clause 4, line 6-Strike out
the words "forty-seven" and insert the
words "forty-six":

This was consequential on having added
Gascoyne to the North-Wcst.

No. .3, Clause 4. line 7-Strike out
he words "Be the quota of electors"

and insert the words " (except as here-
inafter provided) be the basis for the
division of the State into electoral dis-
I ridl-
Mr. Bolton: T( is like their jolly cheek.

They did not touich the Bill in l9ll.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
next amendment was-

No. 4. Strike out Subelause 2 an in-
sert thb following in lieu :-"(2) In1 the
areas covered by the districts of Perth
East, Perth, Perth North. Perth West,
Canning. Claremont, Guildford, Leed-
ervil le. Sn biaco. Fremiantle, Fremnantle
Nw't h-East, Fremnan tle South; and
Boulder, Brown Hill-Ivanhoe. Hfan-
nans and Kalgoorlie. the qunota, of elec-
tors shall be 33A, per centum greater
than the quotient ascertained in the
mianner prescribed in (he preceding
subsection, and in the areas covered by
the districts of Albany, Bunhury. Ger-
aldton. Avon. Bev-erley. Collie, Forrest,
0 reenough. Irwvin, IKatanning, Moore,
M1urray-Wellineoton, Nelson, Northan,
Pingellv, Sussex. Swan. Toodvay, Wa-
gin. Willi ams-Narrogin, York, Cool-
gardie. Cue, Kanowna, Menzies,' Mt.
Leonora, 11t. Magnet, Mt. -Margaret,
Murehison. and Yilgarn. the quota shall
he 20 per cent, less than suich quo-
tient."

No. 5. Strike out Subeiausa .1 and in-
sert thle following in lieu :-"(S) The
Commissioners mva 'y adopt a marw-in of
allow%)ance. but in no case shall such
quota be depar-ted from to a greater ex-
tent than one-fifth more than one-fifth
less. Tn districts outside the metro-
politan area and the Golden Mile thle
Commissioners may. within the limit of
this marg~in. increase the quota for

towns and (decrease the quota in scat-
tered areas":
Mhr. Bolton- :'1 that in addition to the

'33 per cent?
The ATTORNIEY GENERAL:, Yes.
Mr. Bolton: That is red-hot.
The ATTORNEY GEIVERAL: The

next tIwI) amendments were-
No. 5, Clause 4-In thme proviso

strike out the words "Situated north
of tile Tropic of Capricorn" and insert
the words "Included iii present elec-
toral districti of Niraberley, Roe-
hourac. Gascoy' ne, and Pilbarra":

No. 7. In line 17 strike out the
words "three" a9nd insert the word

'lThc ATTORNE V GENERALU: There
would be no0 ohbjection Oil his part to
agreeing to the first. two amendments.
That would 'practically bring the Bill
back to the stage in which it was in-
troduced to this Chamiber. Hle moved-

That amen daents 6 and 'i be made.
Question passed.
Nos. :3 to 7-New clauses:
The ATTORN\EY GENERAL moved-

That the amendments Nos. 3? to 7 be
no( mode.

There was no need to debate this muat-
ter further. This Chamber could not he
true to the principles it enunciated when
discussing thle measure if it agreed to
thle proposals of the other place. Thley
were practically the amendments which
were suggested by the member for North-
ami when I he matter was uinder consider-
ation in this Chamber. If this alteration
were made the position would he more
objectionable. There was no need to go
into details, hut we mnighit take an ifl-
stance. Khalgoorlie. Brown hill. and
Ivanhoe were to be put uipon precisely
the same footing in regard to quota as
Perth and Ftemantle and other places
that were close to the capital. Northanm
had a smaller quota, although it was
only three hours Ton by rail from the
metropolis, and it was pat upon the
same footing as the mnost distant of the
couintry constituencies. It was astonish-
inz that the Council could take such
contradictory views, according to the
party which sent uip the Bill. .Tust be-
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fore the last general ejections we had a
Redistribution of Seats Bill in this Cham-
ber, and it went to the other Chamber
and in introducing the measure to that
Chamber, Mr. Connolly, the then Colon-
ial Secretary, said-

I shall endeavour to make my re-
marks as brief as posible, although of
course, to give a clear explanation of
a Bill of this description will take
some little time. It may be argued
by some bon. members that it is not
necessary to debate the Bill at any
length in this House, or that it is not
necessary for me to introduce it at
any great length, because it is a Bill
essentially dealing with the boundaries
of tbe electorates of another place.
Therefore, it may be justly argued by
some hon. members that there is no
need for a long discussion.

That is what the then Colonial Secretary
Mr. Connolly, said about a Bill of this
character. hut be was not alone in the
matter. Sir Edward Wittenoom said-

It is so long since I have had any
debates in this House that I had for-
gotten it. I was only saying that this
Bill was passed in another place with a
substantial majority. If there had been
a narrow majority it would have been
a different matter altogether, but it
was passed not only with a substantial
-majority of the sitting members, but
with an absolnte majority of the mem-
bers or the House. and therefore this
House must give it consideration as
being the wish and desire of those peo-
pie who have tb make up their own
c-onstituencies. This Bill was passed)
in that House with a majority of some-
thing like six or more, and we all agree
that majority rule is the principle of
Parliament. Indeed I know that it is,
a plank in the platform of a very in-
fluential party in this country, al-
though somebody said to me the other
(lay that it was generally cdnsidered
by that party in the soime way as
awards of the Arbitration Court-it
depended which way it operated. How-
ever, manjority rule is the principle we
act on in Parliament, and as a sub-
stantial majority catried this Bill in

another place, and as the Bill concernsb
that Chamber entirely, it seems to me
that it would he out of place for us to
interfere with the expressed wish of
the majority in another place.

That was what was said when the other
Bill was discussed in the Legislative
Council. Now we had an entirely differ-
ent principle actuating those members.

Hon. Frank Wilson :It affects the
other Chamber.

The ATTORN-EY GENERAL: Pre-
cisely as the Bill they -were then discus-
sing, neither more or less. There were
the remarks also of Mr. Cullen, who
said-

I agree with the Colonial Secretary
that this Bill is primarily a question
for another House. It mainly con-
cerns another place, and only ineiden-
ally touches our constituencies.

That was precisely what this Bill did.
All the members lie had quoted declared
then that was a Bill affecting our own
domestic legislation, our own Chamber,
and therefore it did not even demand
a lengthy discussion at the hands of
members of the Legislative Council, who
thought it ought to he accepted, and it
was accepted with the amendments made
by the Legislative Assembly. Now the
whole of the principle of the present Bill
was made opposite to its purpose. It was
disfigured from stem to stern and there
was5 nothing left of it as it'had been sent
from the Assembly. He could not help
saying that the Assembly had been in-
suited by the treatment the Bill had re-
ceived at the hands of the Legislative
Council, which ign 'ored the right of the
Assembly to fix its own boundaries and
redistribute its own seats. He asked
such places us Kalgoorlie, Hannaus, Fre-
mantle, and other constituencies to look
at the programme laid down by hon.
muembers of another place for the pur-
pose of returning members to this House.
There was a transparent attempt to
build up a constituency in the interests
of the member for North am, and his com-
panions in this Chamber, and it was so
evidently a close copy of the proposals
the member for North am submitted on
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the floor of the Assembly that no further
condemnation was necessary.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It was
somewhat amazing to listen to the At-
torney General who desired to belittle
the action of another Chamber.

Mr. Bolton: He is not strong enough.
Mr. Carpenter: They do not want be-

littling-; they are small enough.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: That might
he the opinion of lion. members opposite
but it would not be the opinion of the
vast majority of the people of the State.
The Attorney General said that the last
measure which was submitted for the re-
dist ribution of seats was received by an-
other tpIace because it did not affeei to
any great extent the boundaries of the
provinces which members of that place
represeiited; it only incidentally affected
the members of the Legislative Council.
That WaJs perfectly true. It (lid no0t in-
terfere with their boundaries except as
the boundaries of the Legislative Assem-
bly electorates might be altered to some
extent. But this Bill aid seek to inter-
fere with the boundaries of the pro-
vinces represented by members of an-
other place. The report of the proposed
commissioners was to contain a reconi-
mendation for a re-adjnstment of the
honndaries of the Legislative Council
provinces. The Attorney General could
not argue with any justice that members
of another place were not affected by the
proposal.

The Minis-ter for Works: You sup-
port the amendmentsI

ion. PRANK WILSON: Absolutely.
They were in accordance with the speech
he had made on the seconid reading. The
Government were simply gerrymander-
ing in order to get a preponderance of
representation in the congested centres
of population. The Attorney General
tool,~ exception to the goldfields and the
metropolitan areas having a larger
quota thant the agriculutral areas.

The Minister for Lands: No, to the
goldfields having the same qnota as the
metropolitan area,

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The sug-
gestion was that the metropolitan area

and( the POPUlcUetcentre.s of Kalgoorlie
and Boulder should have a quota at least
one-third more than the agricuttural dis-
tricts.

The Premier: No, t hey are to have
:13.11 per cent, miote titan the quota and
the agricultural districts 20 per cent.
less,

[-on. FRANK WVILSON: It the
me61tr4ol itant area and on the Golden
Mile. being' simuilar ilk regard to con-
gested population, the quota, of elector-
ate., was to be onec-tl]ird greater than the
qulota in the preceding subsection. That
meant one-third greater than the quotient
obtained by dividing the number of elec-
tors; by 46, and in the agricultural dis-
gridts the rquota shiould be 20 per cent.
les:; than that ascertained by a similar
division. That was -i very proper pro-
vision-

T]he Premier : \%Thac does the niext
paragraph say'?

Hon. FRANK WISON: it said that
the commissioners might adopt a margin
of allo-wance, but in no case should sulch
quota be departed from to a greater ex-
tent than one-fifth more and one-fifth
le-;s. In the districts outside the metro-
])olitan area and tile Golden Mile [he
ronlnsioners inight within the limit of
that margin increase the quota for towns
and decr-ease the qmiota for the scattered
areas.

The Attorney General: Is that your
proposal ?

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Yes.
The Attorney General : How did you

convey it to themI
Mr. Bolton: A joint conference.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: There had

been no communication with the menut-
hers of another place.

'Mr. 'Bolton: A joint caucus meeting.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: There had

been no meeting of the TLihbera! party
and the members of another place to dis-
cuss this or any other Bill. It was just
about time that lie was given aL denial.

The Premier: If it was not a caucus
meeting it was a club meeting.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: There bad
never been a club meeting.
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The Attorney General:- Well thee
was an informal meeting.

Hon. PRANK WILSON. There had
never been an informal meeting. In fact
he had never mentioned this proposal to
members of another place. These
amendments were absolutely justified, It
was absurd to think that the agricultural
and sparsely peopled goldfields districts
should have merely the same representa-
tion as congesled centres. like the metro-
politan area and the goldifields.

Mir. A]deDowall:- What about the scat-
tered golddelds?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: They should
be on the same footing as the scattered
agricultural areas. But hon. members in
their anxiety to have the representation
centralised in the metropolitan area and
the congested portions of the goldfields
wanted to cast out this amendment which
'was fair in every sense of the term. The
Attorney General readily agreed to extra
representation for the North-West be-
cause the members of his own side had
taken him to task, but when it came to a
question of de-centralisation, which mem-
bers were always prating about. but did
not want, the proposal was to be rejected
and there was to be representation on a
poplllation basis.

The Minister for lands: Do you fav-
our putting tlhe electorates of the Golden
Mile, 400 miles away, on the same foot-
ing as the metropoltan area?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes.
The Mlinister for bands: Well you

-have got a cheek.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Bill

was an attempt to increase the repre-
sentation in the populous districts as
against the sparsely populated districts
and agricultural areas, and he was op-
posed to it.

The PREMIER: The attitude of the
leader of the Opposition -was in con-
formity with the whole of his actions in
regard to the gerrymandering of elec-
toral boundaries. It was rather remark-
able that the Liberal members of another
place and the Liberal members in this
House should have such uniform ideas
on this matter without there having been
a consultation. It was remarkable that

the memnber for Northam should have
framed amendments in this Chamber al-
most exactly the same as now came from
another place. Whether there had been a
consultation by way of a caucus meeting
he would not venture to say, but there
had been a consultation in the Liberal
club and the leader of the Opposition
had been fully aware of the nature of
his amendment before it reached the

Chamber.
Ron. Frank Wilson: There has not

been a consultation in the Liberal Club or
anty other club and I was not aware of
the amendment at all.

The PREMI1ER: Then it was a miracle
that such a coincidence should happen.
For the hon. mnember to subscribe to this
amendment was merely to maintain his
well-known reputation as a gerrymand-
erer. 'Never a Redistribution of Seats
Bill was introduced in any part of Aus-
tralia without reference being made to
the gerrymandering Bill introduced by
the Liberal Government in this State.
Hardly a speaker on the Redistribution
of Seats Bill in the South Australian Par-
liament recently had refrained from refer-
ence to thme Bill introduced by the hon.
memlberJ On the last occasion when a
Redistribution of Seats Bill affecting this
Chamber was before the Legislative Coun-
cil members of that place held that it was
not a niatter that concerned them; so
long as the majority passed it in this
Chamber, they would not question whether
it was right or wrong. Under the condi-
tions then prevailing one could imagine
the object they had in view, but the posi-
tion had entirely changed since then. They
knew that in Western Australia demo-
cratic thought was expanding and the
nearer we got to one vote one value the
greater became the power of the people
and the people's party who were repre-
sented on the Government side of this
House. They knew this was the last op-
portunity of ever again obtaining the
votes of the people. Hence this proposal
that constituencies such as the metropoli-
tan area and the Golden Mile, where there
was a large aggregation of. the industrial
classes, should be disfranchised. It was
said that if one was a working man be

4127



4128 ASSEMBLY.]

had no right to have the same say in the
community as he would have if he was
a squatter. The Government were con-
sidering the welfare of humanity again.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You want to dis-
franchise the small populations outside.

The PREMIER: The Government were
going to give them what they were en-
titled to end, if anything, more. We bad
no right to consider acres and sheep but
should consider the manhood and woman-
hood in a community. Ho could not see
any more value in the vote of a squatter
if he resided in the North-West than if
he lived in North Perth, or in the vote
of a policeman who lived at Turkey
Creek than if lie lived at North Perth.
He had not seen a single instance where
Parliament had attempted to administer
la-ws to crush the weak, but it could be
shown that the action of another place
on this occasion was with a view of
uising the few to crush majority rule. The
only parts of the State they were con-
cerned abot were the agricultural dis-
tricts where the people were eventually
going over -from the Liberal to the Coun-
try party, and where it was hoped by
this method of gerrymanderiug to obtain
a majority of seats on a minority of
votes. As a. matter of fact the Govern-
ment would never be safe in any State
of Australia until we bad as part of the
Constitution a provision that no Gov-
ernmient should take office unless they
had a majorityv of the votes cast through-
out the State, in support of their policy.
At present the number of ]members elec-
ted did not necessarily show whether
the Government had the support of the
community. It should be a majority of
votes, taking the State as a whole, that
shoufl put a Government into power
and Keep them there. He had never
heard anything equal to this proposal
from another Chamber.

lion. Frank Wilson : Why have you
agreed to four seats in the North-West?

The PREMIER - It was a part of the
State that nist be encouraged. We
were not making any sudden change in
the methods previously in operation for
retnirning members to this Chamber, hut

hoped to get gradually as near as pos-
sible to the principle of one vote one
value. There was an evident attempt on
the part of the second Chamber in the
interests of a few members who had lost
power in the State, to assist them to re-
gain it if possible. If the public could
not see through this attempt they were
net able to see through the last, but
everyone knew the result of the last.
'Phis was the sort of thing that would
always keep a party ot of power. No
one had yet been able to show one reason
against the arranging of the boundaries
tinder the method the Government pro-
posed. If what the Government pro-
posed was bad and was gerrymandering,
the leader of the Opposition must take
his own party in Queensland to task for
going on the same lines. Tt was to be
hoped] that theC Motion as submitted by
the Attorney General would be accepted
and the other place told promptly and
emphatically that we would not permit
themn to gerrymtander in the interests of
a few members who happened to be sit-
ting in Opposition in this Chamber.

Mr, MeflOWALL : It was very diffi-
cult to understand exactly what was the
meaning of this business. if it was sim-
ply altering the mode of procedure to
33.A per cent. instead of 20 per cent.
he would like to point out what it meant
so far as the godlelds were concerned.
The position was that the quota was
now about 3,000 and the 33A par cent.
proposal would mean that there would
be a 4,000 maximum quota, which would
he allotted to the metropolitan districts
and the metropolitan goldfields seats.
That would be reduced by 1.000, making
the minimuni quota in the other districts
2,000, so that with the one-fifth margin
there would be a difference of 100 per
cent, in the electoral districts, which
wouild mean that the Golden Mile would
lose one scat.

Hon. Frank Wilson :. It means the
satme in your Bill.

Mr. MeDOW ALL : No, it could not
possibly be so. Looking at the amend-
mnt in the most favourable light, it
was a scandalous one.
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Question put and passed. the Council's
amendment not wuade.

Resolutions reported, the report adopt-
ed.

A committee consisting of the Attor-
ney General, tbe Minister for Lands and
Hon. H. B. Lefroy drew uip reasons for
declining to in'ke the amendments.

Reasons adopted and a Message ac.-
cordingly returned to the Legislative
Council.

RILL-STAMP ACT AMENDMENT.

Council's Amendments.

Bill returned from the Legislative
Council with fouir requested amendments
which were now considered,

In Committee.

Mr. Holman in the Chair; the Premier
in charge of the Bill.

The PREMIER: The amendments
requested by the Council wer-

No. JL Clause 11, line 38, strike out
"twenty-five" and insert "fifty."

No. 2, Clause .1i, line 39, strike out
'twenty-five" and insert "fifty."

No. 3, Clause 11, line 40, strike out
"fifty" and insert "one hundred."

No. 4, Clause 11, line 41, strike out
"camounting to fifty pounds or up-
wards but less than oine hundred

No. 6, Clause 11. line 45, strike out
"6d"1 and insert "3d"

This would mean that the stamp duty on
receipts from £2 to £50 would be 1d.,
£.50 tn £100, 2d., and for every £100 or
fraction of £1300, 3d. These iamounts were
in lieu of Id., 2d., 3d., and 6d. proposed
in the Bill, Hie moved-

That the amendments be made.
Question passed; the Council's amend-

ments wade.
Resolution reported, the report adopt-

ed, and a Message accordingly returned
to the Legislative Council.

BILL-RAILWAY SURVEYS.

Returned from the Legislative Council
without amendment.

BILL-OPIUM SMOKING PROHIBI-
TION.

Council's Message.

Message from the Legislative Council
notifying that it had agreed to the modi-
fication made by the Assembly in amend-
mnent No. 1, that it did not insist on
amendment No. 2 and that consequent on
the rejection of amendment No. 2 it had
made a further amendment, now consid-
ered.

In Committee.

Mr. Holman in the Chair; Ron. W. C.
Angwin (Honorary Minister) in charge
of the Bill,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Legisla-
tive Council had struck out Clauses 6 and
.7. To this the Assembly had agreed,
buit had inserted a proviso in Clause 6
which the Council had adopted, though
in doing so they desired to add a new
clause as follows:-

Add a new clause to stand as Clause
S as follows :-"Nothing contained in
Sections 13 and 7 of this Act shall ap-
ply to a pharmaceutical chemist regs-
tered in Western Australia in connec-
tion with the compounding and dispen-
sing of medicines in the ordinary course
of his business."

The Bill had been introduced at the in-
stance of the Federal authorities. Meas-
ures were in force in New South Wales
and Tasmania, word for word with this
Bill, arid in South Australia a slight al-
teration had been made. Seeing that this
would afford protection for the chemist
he moved-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question passed, the Council's amend-

ment agreed to.
Resolution reported, the report adopted,

and a Message accordingly returned to the
Legislative Council.

BILL-LOCAL OPTION CONTIN-
UANCE.

Returned from the Legislative Council
without amendment.
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BILLS (2)-RETURNED FROM THE
COUNCIL.

1, Flinders Bay-Margaret River Rail-
way Purchase.

2, Electric Light and Power Agree-
ment,

WVithout amendlment,

12 o'cloc k midnzight.

BILL-LOAN, £2,000,000.

Returned from the Legislative Council
without amendment.

BILL- ELECTORAL DISTRICTS.

Council's Message.
Message received from the Legislative

Council notifying that it insisted oji
amendments 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 now con-
sidered.

In Committee.
Mfr MeDowaDl in the Chair, the Attor-

ney General in charge of the Bill.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The

Council were insisting upon these amend-
ments in the Bill to make provision for
the better representation of the people of
Western Australia in Parliameat. lie
therefore moved-

That the Committee continue to dis-
agree with, the amendments.
Question passed.

COMVPLIMENTARtY REMARKS -

CLOSE OF SE SSION.

The PREIIER (Hon. J. Scaddan):
I beg to move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
tuntil the 29th January.

In submitting the motion I want to ex-
plain that we wvill further prorogue Par-
liament by Iproclamiation on a date be-
tween the piresent time and the 29th Janu-
ary. On the last occasion Parliament
was prorog~ied sine die but the question
was raised as to whether we were 'war-
ranted in adjourning Parliament in that
way. The mention of a date is merely

formal because the prorogation will take
jplace by proclamation. May I take this
opportunity of congratulating you, Mr.
Speaker, upon the manner in which you
have, during an arduous session, dis-
charged 'your daties. I also desire to
congratulate the Chairman of Commit-
tees and the DepLuty, Chairmen for the
work which they have performed and
the assistance they have rendered during
the session. May I also congratulate the -

clerks and the Hansard staff who have
done their share of the work with credit,
and whose work has been appreciated by
members of this Chamber and particularly
by Ministers. I also desire to express
appreciation at the manner in which the
mnembers of the Opposition have treated
the Government during the session. It is
true that they have exercised their right
as op~ponents of the Government to cariti-
cise our measures, but, after all, one can-
not complain about the ttitude of the
Opposition, because they are expected. to
crificise the me.s tires of the Government.
It is the duty of the Opposition to call
upon the Government of the day to
justify their proplosals. The leader of
the Opposition, as well as members who
are supporting him, have given me that
assistance which I expected, and I desire
to express my appreciation of the court-
esy which they have extended to the Gov-
ernment from time to timne. It is true
that we have had little differences but
in a session of such magnitude differences
of opinion had to be expected. I tnist
when we close the session we will forget
those differences. f i sure they are not
personal and will not be carried outside
thie Chamber. May 'I wish you, Air.
Speaker. the Chairman of Corurnittecs.
the flepuity Chairman, the officers. of the
House, the Havsard staff, the leader of
the Opposition and members, generally a
nilrry Christmas and a prosperous New
Year.

I-on. FRANKI WILSON (Sussex) :. I
again have pleasure in rising to second
the motion proposed by the Premnier, and
I, too. congratulate you. M1r. Speaker.
on the termination of a fairly stirennous
session Of Plarent. I reactl we have
not heen able to transact more business.
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the slaughtered innocents are numerous
*no doubt; nevertheless, it is a happy time
of the yeak when we depart feeling at

*peace, and I hope in harmony, one with
another. I have no quarrel with any
main's politics when Christmas approaches;
my heart is full of kindly feeling towards
my fellow men, no matter what their
political opinions may be. Therefore, I

*heartily endorse the good wishes given
expression to by the Premier towards
yourself and the members of your family,
that you may have a happy Christmas
and 'a 1prosperouls New Year. To the
Chairman of Committees and Deputy
Chairmen, who helped to carry through
the work of this session, I also extend a
hearty greeting in behalf of myself and
the members of the Opposition. The
Clerks of the House have done their dutty.
as they have always dlone it, well, and
have been at all times ready to assist lion.
members. I desire to express my appre-
ciation of that fact. The Hiansard staff
and the mnessengers and attendants have
had a strenuous time and [1 extend greet-
ings to them also. The Sergeant-at-Arms
had rather a difficult duty to performn
towards the tatter end of the session. hut
hie has manfully and well carried ont the
functions of his office. I am sure we all
join in wishing himi a very happy Christ-
mas and a prosperous New Year. I ex-
tend the same greeting to every member
on the Government side of the House.
We admire them as individuals, we appre-
elate their worth in that respect; col-
lectively we have not quite the same ad-
miration for them. Nevertheless, wve feel
at this timie of the year that our heartiest

and best wishes should go to them as to
other members of the Chamber.

Mr. "SPEAKCER: Before putting the
Lmotion moved by the Premier I desire in
behalf of myself, the Chairman of Conai-
mittecs, the Deputy Chairmen, and the
offieers of the House, including the Han-
sard staff, to express our appreciation of
the kindly remarks which have been made
by both the Premier and the leader of
the Opposition. The staff have indeed
clone their duty, not only by myself, hut
by every member of the Chamber. Some-
times We have been a little bit exacting
possibly, but still they have dlone what-
ever has been required of them, and I
believe I may say with every justification
that in Western Australia we have a very
efficient and loyal staff. I have been
pleased with the work the staff have done
and I am glad that hon. members also are
pleased. .1 beg to express our thanks for
the kindly wishes expressed that we may
enjoy a happy Christmas and a pros-
perouis New Year, and, in behalf of my-
self, the Chairman of Committees and the
officers of the House . [ express the wish
that lion, mnembers also may have a happy
limne during the Christmas season, that
the Now Year mnay bring themn health,
peace, and prosperity. and that they may
return to the House in good spirits to
carry on the business of the country.
Again I' thank the Premier and the leader
of the Olposition for their kindly re-
mnarks.

Question put and passed.

House ndjovrned at 1-2.35 am. (Fvi-
dayt).

The following notice appeared in the
Gou~ernn t Gazette of 31st Decem-
1Q13'-

1It is hereby notified, for general infor-
miation, that His Excellency the Gover-
nor has . in the name and on behalf of
his Majesty, assented, on the dates
specified, to the undermentioned Acts
passed by the Legislative Council and

Legislative Assembly in Parliament
assembled, namely:

An Act to apply oat of the Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund the sum of Five
hundred and seventy-six thousand three
hundred and seventy pounds; and from
moneys to credit of the General Loan
FLtnd, Six hundred and forty-seven
thousand seven hundred and sixty

4131



4132 [ASSEMBLY.]

pounds; and from the Loan Suspense
Account, One hundred thousand pounds
to the service of the year ending 30th
June, 1914. (Assented to 30th June,
1013.)

An Act to amend the North Freman-
tie Municipal Tramways Act, 1997.
(Assented to 4th October, 1913.)

An Act to vest Wagin Town Lot 63
in the Municipality of Wagin. (As-
sented to 4th October, 1913.)

An Act to f urther amend the Fre-
mnantle Harbour Trust Act, 1902. (As-
sented to 4th October, 1913.)

An Act for the closing of certain
roads. (Assented to 4th October, 1913.)

An Act to apply out of the Public
Account the sum of Two hundred and
twenty-three thousand one hundred and
forty-five l)ouflds for the purpose of
temporary advances to be made by the
Colonial Treasurer. (Assented to 4th
October, 1913.)

An Act to apply out of the Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund the sum of Five
hundred anti twveity-live thousand
pounds; and from moneys to credit of
the General Loan Fund, Five hundred
thousand pounds to the service of the
year ending 30th June, 1014. (Assented
to 29th October, 191.3.)

An Act to amend the Friendly Socie-
ties Act, 1894. (Assented to 29th Octo-
ber, 1913.)

A~n Act to amend the Fisheries Act,
1905. (Assented to 8th November,
1913.)

An Act to further amend the District
Wire Brigades Act, 1909. (Assented Io
Sth November, 1.913.)

An Act to amend the Water SupJply,
Sewerage, and Drainage Act, 1912.
(As~ented to 8th November. 1M13.)

An Act to amend the law relating
to the Taking- of Declarations, and the
Attestation of Documents. (Assented
(Assented to 8th November, 1013.)

An Act to empower the Municipality
of the City of Perth to acquire, use,
and dispose of certain lands within the
municipal district for the benefit and
improvement of the city. (Assented
do 20th November. 1913.)

An Act to apply out of the Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund the sum of Three
hundred and thirty-seven thousand
seven hundred and seventy pounds; and
from moneys to credit of the General
Loan Fund, Two hundred and fifty
thousand pounds; and from the Loan
Suspense Account, One hundred thou-
sand pounds to the service of the year
ending :30th June, 191-4. (Assented to
29th November, 1913.)

An Act to amend the Criminal Code
and to facilitate the enactment of a
compilation of the Criminal Code Act,
1902, and its amendments, and to pro-
vide for the inclusion in the compila-
tion of certain statutory provisions of
the C4rimrina Law, and for other relative
purposes. (Assented to 15th December,

An Act to amend the Evidence Act,
190G. (Assented to 301h December,
1.913.)

An Act to amend the Pearling Act,
1912. (Assented to 30th December,
1913.)

An Act to revest Boulder Town Lots
313 and 1727,. and K~algoorlie Town Lot
8983. in His Majesty, and to enable
leases thereof to be granted to trustees
for the Kalgoorlie and Boulder Feder-
ated Mfiners' Industrial Union of Work-
ers. aInd the Eastern Goldfields District
Concil Australian Labour Federation
respectively. (Assented to 30th Decemn-
her, 1913.)

An Act to amend the Money Lenders
Act, 1912. (Assented to 30th Decem-
her, 1913.)

An Act to change the lpurpose of cer-
tain Permanent Reserves. (Assented to
30th December, 1913.)

An Act for the closing of certain
roads. (Assented to 30th December.
1913.)

An Act to furfiner amend the Agri-
cultural Rank Act, 1906. Assented to
30th December 1913.)

An Act to empower the Municipality
of Fremantle to acquire, use and di-

pose of certain lands within the muni-
cipal district for the benefit and im-
provement of the town. (Assented to
30th December, 1,913.)
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An Act to appropriate and apply out
of the Consolidated Revenue Fund and
from moneys to credit of the Trust
Fund and the General Loan Fund cer-
tain sums to make good the suipplies
granted for the service of the year end-
ing the thirtieth day of June, One
thousand nine hundred and fourteen,
and to supplement grants made by the
present Parliament during its last ses-
sion in adjustment of the vote "Ad-
vance to Treasurer,1 1912-13," for
charges during the year ended the 30th
dlay of June, 1913. (Assented to 30th
December, 1913.)

An Act to impose a Land Tax and an
'Income Tax. (Assented to 30th Decem-
her, 1913.)

An Act to continue the operation of
the Roads Act, 1911, as amended by the
Roads Act Amendment Act, 1912. (As-
sented to 30th December, 1913.)

An Act to amend the Game Act, 1912.
(Assented to 30th December, 1913.)

Ain Act to enact a compilation of
the Criminal Code Act, 1.902, with its
amendments and portion of the Secret
Commissions Act, 1905, and for other
related purposes. (Assented to 30th
December, 1913.)

An Act to further amend the Stamp
Act, 18S2. (Assented to 30th Decem-
ber, 1913.)

An Act to auithorise the raising of a
sum of Two million pounds by loan for
the construction of certain Public
Works and for other purposes, and the
Re-appropriation of certain Loan
Moneys. (Assented to 30th December,
TiS3.)

An Act to prohibit the Smoking of
Op0ium, and for other purposes. (As-
sented to 30th December, 1913.)

An Act to authorise -the purchase by
he Government of the Flinders Bay-

Margaret River Railway. (Assented to
30th December, 1013.)

An Act to authorise the Survey of
certain Railways. (Assented to 30th
December, 1918.)

An Act to ratify an Agreement made
between thie Government and the Mayor
andl Councillors of the City of Perth
relating to Electric Light and Power.
(Assented to 30th December, 1913.)

An Act to continue, until the month
of April, One thousand nine hundred
and fifteen, the licensing districts as
constituted by the Licensing Act, 1911,
and the Local Option Resolutions in
force thereunder. (Assented to 30th
December,' 1913.)

An Act to make better provision to
prevent the Tllicit Sale of Liquor, and
to amend the law relating to Licenses
for the Sale of Australian Wine. (As-
sented to 30th December 1913.)

Parliament was proroguIed by proclamation issued in a Government Gazette
published on Friday. 9th January, 1914. to the 28th MN-ay. 1914.

By Atitbority: Pnto WM. 5tIursrN Government PrIamier. Peirth1
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